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City Streets Get
Needed Facelift
See page 2

Local Candidates
Offer Statements
See page 12

San Benito County
Food & Wine
See page 8

Make-A-Difference
Day, All Year Long
See page 7

Valero Robbed
at Gunpoint
By John Hopper

On October 18 at around 8:30 PM,
employee Benoni Sotomayor
was mopping the floor inside

the Valero gas station on Muckelemi
Street when suddenly he was accosted
by two gunmen. 

Sotomayor told the Star that both
suspects appeared to be younger in ap-
pearance, either teenagers or in their
early 20’s. One of the gunmen had a
rifle and the other a pistol. Sotomayor
first thought it might be a joke, but then
the duo became angry, demanding the
cash drawer and ripping his cellphone
from his hand. 

Sotomayor escaped injury, but was
forced into a restroom as the robbers
fled the area.

One of the gunmen was approxi-
mately 6 feet tall, while the other was
shorter, perhaps 5’6”. According to So-
tomayor, both robbers wore black ban-
danas and hooded sweat shirts to
conceal their faces.

At press time no additional details
were available. Anyone with informa-
tion should contact the Sheriff ’s Office
at 831-636-2080 or the anonymous tip
line at 831-636-4084. �

Our Town Pays
Homage to the
Departed and
Offers a Lesson
in Humility
By Judith Ogus

Iwas walking in town one
day to see how our some of
our local merchants will

celebrate Dia de Los Muertos,
the Mexican holiday that pays
homage to all our departed
loved ones. Sandy Arretche
who runs Casa de Colores, an
arts and crafts center for kids
and parents, is helping chil-
dren paint masks every week-
end through the end of
October. She and Claudia
Lopez, next door at the
Guatemalan Boutique, will
erect two Day of the Dead altars
on the weekend of October 31.
Claudia sells a myriad of skele-
ton knickknacks for decorating
an altar, dogs, cats and band
players among them. Much of
the skeletal imagery, including
the colorful and delicate Papel
Picado (paper cut outs) are
based on the lithographs by
J.G. Posada, the great 19th cen-
tury Mexican artist and politi-
cal satirist. 

If anyone needs to brush up

on the origins of Dia de Los
Muertos the Guatemalan Bou-
tique also sells several books
about the holiday. Across the
street, Galeria Tonantzin is
having a show of Carlos
Muñoz’s wonderful paintings -
skeletal portrayals of departed
celebrities, everyone from
Mona Lisa to Marilyn Monroe.
If you cannot afford the real
thing, his art is also available as
refrigerator magnets! El Teatro
Campesino is hosting cele-
brated dance troupe Esperanza
del Valle, with family-oriented
Day of the Dead activities in
front of the ETC Playhouse
from 4pm to 7pm on Saturday,
Nov. 3, in lieu of the annual

See HOLIDAY, page 3

Housing 
Development
Approved for 
Third Street
By John Hopper

In a town that has seen little growth
these past 20 years comes an ambi-
tious project to build 40 townhomes

below the cemetery, near the waste-
water treatment plant.

The project, known as D’Ambrosio
Vista, is a planned development.  Origi-
nally proposed as a 50-unit develop-
ment, it has since been trimmed down
to 40-units on the location’s five acre
parcel.

Amazingly, the project met little re-
sistance from City Planning Commis-
sioners, the public or City Council. “The
project has some 75 or more conditions
of approval” stated City Manager Roger
Grimsley. In the end, the Planning Com-
mission voted unanimously to approve
the project. Later, the matter came be-
fore the City Council for approval of a
PUD permit (planned unit develop-
ment).

Former City Council Members had
previously protected the City from sud-
den and rapid development by enacting
a 2 percent annual growth ordinance.
An applicant can apply for available
building permits annually and essen-
tially stock pile those permits until they
have the necessary allocation needed to
build something on the scale of the
D’Ambosio development. “Essentially,
no new building has occurred since the
Creek Bridge project was built” said
Grimsley.

The approved plan (see page 6) calls
See HOUSING, page 6

By Judith Ogus

On February 3rd, 2010,
Gwyneth Horder Payton
and Leslie Dunton-

Downer, friends since their teens,
reunited in Los Angeles where an
idea was born. Gwyneth is a TV
director, working on such shows
as Sons of Anarchy and Once
Upon a Time. Leslie is a lecturer at
Harvard University and author of
The English is Coming, a book
about the globalization of the Eng-
lish language. She had come to
L.A. for a meeting with her pub-
lisher. Gwyneth proposed that
they get together and ride horses
up the San Gabriel Mountains to

watch the sun set over L.A.
The ride turned into a madcap

gallop to the top. The speed was
normal for horsewoman Gwyneth,
but a new and exhilarating expe-
rience for Leslie, a self-described
“non-horse person.” The horse
transmitted its power and energy
to Leslie and gazing out over the
Santa Clarita Valley, she turned to
Gwyneth and said, “Let’s ride
horses from one California mis-
sion to the next.” Gwyneth was
not about to put the kabash on the
empowerment radiating from her
good friend, and agreed to the
idea. Neither was sure how to

See RIDERS, page 10

David Allen sings on the streets.

Gwyneth Horder Payton and Leslie Dunton-Downer, friends since their teens de-
cided to get together and ride horses from mission to mission.

The California Mission Riders
A Two Year Odyssey from Mission to Mission

Staff Report

Both City Council and School Board Can-
didates gathered before the public on
October 23rd at the Community Center.

Sponsored by the San Juan Star and mod-
erated by John Hopper, City Council candi-
dates Robert Lund, Maggie Bilitch and Rick
Edge responded to a series of questions pro-
vided by readers and the San Juan Star Edi-
torial Board.

Each candidate gave an opening statement,
which was sparked by John Hopper’s ques-
tion of “Tell us about yourself and why you
are running for City Council?”

The remainder of the forum focused on a
series of questions ranging from how the can-
didates would address funding, the water
project, their top priorities, economic growth
and other vital items of interest to voters.

Three of the four School Board candidates
Jennifer Colby,  Jose Flores and Monica Mar-
tinez-Guaracha were present and also given
the opportunity to provide an introduction
and fielded questions from the audience.  On
hand was San Benito County Health Care Di-
rector Candidate Jim West, who spoke briefly

to the crowd and asked for their vote.
Members of the San Juan Star staff volun-

teered their time to set up the event.  Re-
freshments were generously donated by
Windmill Market and Vertigo Coffee.  Michael
Botelho provided the PA system. �

Candidates Respond to Questions

Above: the audience listens intently as the candidates
explain their platforms. At right: candidates for San
Juan Bautista City Council.

Boo! A Kid’s Halloween
Block Party on 3rd Street
See more Halloween photos on pgs. 5, 19 & 21

Boo! A Kid’s Halloween
Block Party on 3rd Street
See more Halloween photos on pgs. 5, 19 & 21
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Crews work to repair Washington Street. Photo by
John Hopper

City Streets 
Get Much 
Needed Facelift
By John Hopper

Repairs to city streets took place last
month on numerous major streets in town.

Among the streets to receive a new chip
seal surface were The Alameda , 2nd, Mon-
terey, Church, Washington and Franklin.

City Manager Roger Grimsley reports that
funding in the amount of $300,000 came
from the San Benito County Council of Gov-
ernments (COG) by means of Regional Trans-
portation Projects (RTP).

Grimsley hopes that continued RTP fund-
ing will be available annually in the amount
of $40,000 - $50,000 to help the City keep up
with much needed repairs. �

Veteran’s Day 
Parade Applications

Applications for the 2012 Hollister Veter-
ans Day Parade are now available. The pa-
rade will take place on Sunday, November
11th at 1:30 p.m. in downtown Hollister. Ap-
plications can be picked up in the San Ben-
ito County Chamber of Commerce office and
at Hollister City Hall or call 638-6434. There
is no entry fee for this parade.

Volunteers are also needed to help with
the parade. Volunteers are needed to: set up 

barricades, serve as Block Captains, take
down barricades and serve as runners. For
more information, contact Frankie Gallagher
at (831) 638-6434. �

Sponsor a Saint 
in San Juan

The posting of the CA Mission Saints on
3rd Street in San Juan Bautista during the
holiday season is an historic and traditional
event.  In the past community members have
sponsored a Saint in remembrance of a fam-
ily member or friend and/or in honor of their
business.  

The Rotary Club of San Juan Bautista is
most interested in keeping the traditions of
the City alive!  Therefore to ensure this tra-
dition continues, the Rotary Club has taken
the responsibility to organize sponsorship
donations and to post the Saints during the
2012 holiday season.

If you are interested in sponsoring a Saint
($100) or would like more information,
please call or email Past SJB Rotary Club
President Donna Holmes.  (Proceeds are ex-
clusively for the Saints’ restoration and se-
cure storage.)   

San Juan Bautista Rotary Club
PO Box 823
SJB, CA 95045
Contact Information:  623-1168 or 
email donnaholmes424@gmail.com �

Nursery Coming 
to San Juan

Coming soon to San Juan Bautista: Gard-
ner's Eden of Vintage Corner, Plant Nurs-
ery! We will be featuring potted plants,
ornamentals, annuals, perennials, trees,
shrubs, and seasonal vegetables. Watch for
our opening in December in the 400 block
of Third Street in San Jan Bautista, next to
Bears Hideaway. �



Holiday
Continued from page 1
procession this year. Please see their com-
plete schedule of events on our calendar
page.

After going about town, I noticed a man
rocking erratically at the street corner. He
stood in front of a walker that has been
rigged up to carry a karaoke machine. He
clutched a microphone, his hand twisting in
toward his body then stretching forward as
he swayed. A gentle, barely audible croon-
ing floats out onto the street above his broad-
cast of instrumentals and choruses. He
stands half in shadow and half in sunlight
around the corner from the clock store, and
is partially hidden from the mainstream of
pedestrian traffic. I wondered what he was
doing and why he looked so odd. I wanted
to photograph him, but felt I must first ask
his permission. Why is he singing in public,
yet camouflaging himself at the same time,
and why does he sing so softly if indeed he
wants public attention? Suddenly I lost my
courage and walk by him, get in my car and
go buy PVC plumbing parts at True Value. As
I drove back up HWY 156, I turned right back
into town instead of left toward home, still
drawn by this mysterious figure who prac-
tices his art so far under the radar. I can relate
to this. I have so much trouble promoting my
own artwork. It took all my courage to go to
a couple of vendors in town to see if they
would carry some wrapping paper I have de-
signed. I have to go talk to the guy and I have
to photograph him, even if he looks a bit odd.
He is fussing through a CD case, putting one
CD away and searching for another.

“Hi,” I said. “My name is Judith. I work for
the San Juan Star. I like to talk to people in
town, find out what they are doing and pho-
tograph them. Do you mind if I take a few
photos of you? What have you got here?”

“It’s a singing machine,” he replied, “I sing
wherever I can until somebody chases me
away.”

“Wow. What’s your name?”
“David Allen.” We shook hands. His grip is

tight in a way that seems inadvertent.
“Are you trying to make money doing

this?”
“I don’t ask for anything. Every now and

then someone gives
me a donation. I’ve
got Parkinson’s. I
love to sing but now
it’s a little harder to
control my voice.”

Here is the little
pebble of truth that
knocks aside my
presumptions, my
predisposition to
think that anyone
singing on a corner,
rocking and sway-
ing erratically, must
be completely nuts.
I was suddenly so

happy that I broke through my shyness and
fear.

“Did you sing before you had Parkinson’s?”
“Yes, I started singing in Karaoke Clubs.

Now I just sing anywhere anyone will let me.
I sing over at the Windmill Market about
once a week.”

“Really? I shop there all the time. I will
have to look for you.” I have a couple of
friends who suffer from Parkinson’s, and
know how difficult it can make their lives.

“Do you have to take a lot of drugs for the
Parkinson’s?”

“I take all kinds of medication, about five
times a day.” He is matter of fact about his or-
deal.

By now he has found the desired CD,
snaps it into place, and turns on the ma-
chine. He began to sing softly, sweetly, a high
clear refrain. The mike curls into and away
from his chest. The CD plays softly, under-
stated to the point of being not much more
than a beat and suggestion of chords. I can’t
remember the words he sings. I took a bunch
of snapshots and wonder if any will be in
focus as David succumbs to the perpetual
motion characteristic of Parkinson’s. He
stands in front of a stop sign that blares its
red and white command within the frame of
my photos, as though making a sarcastic
commentary. It will supersede the message
of David’s intense concentration, his dedica-
tion to the moment, to the song. I want the
photos to say “Listen to this man, doing
something he loves to do, so unobtrusively,
and without any kind of mercenary agenda.”

He finishes his song and starts hunting for
another CD. I bid farewell and we shake
hands again. Meeting David Allen allows me
to segue from Dia de Los Muertos to Thanks-
giving, from giving thanks to the ancestors
who made our lives possible, to people we
may meet by chance in this lifetime. If we
open our hearts to them, we may learn les-
sons in humility and acceptance, and may
have an opportunity for brief instances of
beauty and generosity. What a wonderful
day, to have met Sandy who donates her time
to bring arts and crafts to children, Claudia
who brings us the gorgeous colors and pat-
terns in textiles from Guatemala and Mexico,
and David Allen, who shook my hand both
in greeting and parting. �
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Leslie L. Garratt Post 6359, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Post Commander
Phillip Galvan announces that the

Post will sponsor a community blood drive
from 9:00am to 1:00pm, on Sunday, De-
cember 2, 2012 at the Post, 58 Monterey
Street, San Juan Bautista. The bloodmobile
will be located in the parking lot and blood
will be drawn by the staff of the Commu-
nity Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula’s
Blood Center. He is inviting the community
and veterans and their families and friends
to participate in this worthy event.

Blood is needed daily for stroke patients,
cancer patients, unexpected surgeries and
accidents. It cannot be manufactured and
the demand can be met only by the regular
donations of healthy volunteer donors.

Potential blood donors must 17 years of
age. There is no upper age limit for healthy
people but all donors must be in good
health and weigh at least 110 pounds. In
addition, potential donors should bring a

photographic identification and have eaten
and consumed liquids prior to presenting
themselves at the registration table.

For specific and/or personal questions re-
garding eligibility or donating, please call
Community Hospital’s Blood Center at
(831) 625-4814.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States is a non-profit veterans or-
ganization composed of combat veterans
and those currently serving in uniform.
Founded in 1899 and chartered by Con-
gress in 1936, the VFW is the nation’s
largest organization of war veterans and the
oldest major veterans organization. With
more than two million members located in
more than 7,400 VFW Posts worldwide, NO
ONE DOES MORE FOR VETERANS. VFW
and its auxiliaries are dedicated to veterans
service, community service, legislative ad-
vocacy and military service programs na-
tionwide. For more information or to join,
call (831) 578-1610. �

SJB VFW Post to Sponsor
Community Blood Drive

Plan Your
Holiday 

Celebrations
at Jardines!



1.  Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
2.  Public Comment on Items Not on the

Agenda
Wanda Guibert spoke on behalf of the

San Juan Bautista Historical Society. They
wanted to report that the recent Open
House was successful. They wanted to
apologize for keeping the Library staff past
their hours. She noted that they are looking
for more volunteers to keep the museum
open and to meet the community’s needs.

Halina Kleinsmith gave some informa-
tion to the San Juan Chamber about her
status as a volunteer with the San Juan
Committee and announced the Halloween
Street Party on October 27th 4-8:00pm
which is also Make A Difference Day.

3.  Presentations, Informational Items
and Reports

Recognition of Planning Commissioner
Donna Holmes 

The City Council thanked Donna
Holmes for her service on the Planning
Commission. Ms. Holmes accepted the
plaque and assured the City that she was
still available to help even though she was
no longer on the Commission. 

San Benito County Update on Proposed
Special District

Julie Morris gave a presentation to edu-
cate the council about the process of pur-
pose of creating a special district.

She spoke about what led to the interest
in creating a special district. She noted that
there is widespread support for public
parks and activities. There is a budget
deficit which is affecting availability of
funds. Park funds have been reduced 66%
and Library Services have been cut.

There was a feasibility study in March to
study the appropriateness of a Special Dis-
trict. This is a District that provides the
public with an opportunity to do business
in a different way. They wanted to look at
whether it made sense to combine serv-
ices/districts.

There would be an Advisory Commit-
tee.The project plan will compile audits of
current general plans. A survey will be
conducted by cell phone in November to
see if there is public support. The results
will be presented to the Board of Supervi-
sors in December. There may be a ballot
measure in 2013. Morris was asked how
the survey participants would be chosen.
She responded that she would get that in-
formation to the Council.

Monthly Financial Statements – Trea-
surer’s Report

The Council commented that things look
good.

D. Library Report
Fire Chief’s Report
26 calls- one vehicle rollover, 3 firefight-

ers exposed to poison oak. All equipment
is in service. 

Sheriff’s Report: Monthly Activity
Sheriffs Deputy Brown reported that

there was 2 drive-by shootings. A felony
cruelty to animals, 2 child protective, 1
missing person, 24 warnings, 5 traffic cita-
tions. He can not talk about the drive-by
shooting as it is under investigation. The
street improvements were going well. Vice
Mayor Boch noted that there was a police
car chasing a speeder in town. 

Public Works Report – City Manager
Grimsley

City Manager Grimsley reported that the
chip seal has been completed the next
stage will be undertaken Wednesday and
Thursday and Saturday. Slabs have been
poured for tables at the Library. Vice Mayor
Boch asked if there is no parking on South
Side of Mokelume. and no parking at all.
There was discussion of whether there was
parking allowed at all on that side of the
street. The distance was determined to be
a safe sight distance. Vice Mayor con-
firmed that Second Street would also have
No Parking at the Stable end. 

Code Enforcement Report – City Man-

ager Grimsley
The City Manager noted that two items

were on the Agenda to be addressed later.
Property at 311 7th Street received a stop
work order the owner has come in a re-
ceived the appropriate permits. 

City Planner Activity Report – City
Manager Grimsley

The Urban Growth Boundaries process
is continuing with the revenue sharing
with the County. The Housing Element is
still in process. Matt Leal and the City
Manager are taking the habitable building
survey. Residential Care facility is contin-
uing through their process. The state will
require a fire hydrant or ? before issuing
the permit.

Water Import possibilities. The commit-
tee has met with the Water Board and said
that the Water Board is fairly accepting of
working with the City. One option is build-
ing a pipeline to import water and the Pel-
let Plant option. He said the City Manager
was of the opinion that the Pellet plant was
the most cost effective option. They are
looking at ways to finance that plan.  The
plant has been redesigned the plant to
make it more feasible. Councilmember
Moore reported that the bottom line would
be what the Pellet Softener will cost resi-
dents per month. Mayor Cosio reported to
the audience that the reason this was im-
portant was that the city is being fined for
the effluent from the Sewage Treatment
Plant due to the high level of salt.

City Manager Report
Richard Ponce spoke in support of the

City Manager and all of the work he has
done.

Public Meetings and Committee Reports
Councilmember Edge reported that he

will submit a list of the Strategic Plan Com-
mittee at the next meeting. He noted that
the City Attorney has determined that the
committee will be subject to the Brown Act
and will need to be more formalized and
noticed.

Councilmember Moore reported that the
Fire Committee met and all of the players
were present. The meeting was set back
until Measure E is voted upon to see how
Hollister is impacted. The Intergovern-
mental Committee they spoke about
restarting the Hollister Motorcycle Rally.
The Mayor noted that there was a need to
plan a next Five Year Plan meeting. The
City Manager noted that it would take him
another week to come up with the figures
he needs and he will notice the meeting.
Energy Watch benchmarks came and eval-
uated energy usage. She noted that there is
an Interchange in which AMBAG features
a highlight of San Juan Bautista. The City
Manager thanked the Mayor for her role in
providing information.

Richard Ponce asked how the Strategic
Plan Committee was choosing members.
He expressed his concern that it be opened
to the public. There was discussion that
the city could announce that those inter-
ested could indicate their interest.  

4.  Consent Items
Approve Affidavit of Posting Agenda
Approve Affidavit of Posting Public

Hearing Notice
Waive Reading of Ordinances and Reso-

lutions on Tonight’s Agenda Beyond Title 
Approve Resolution 2012-XX for Street

Closure 
Approve Minutes for August 21, 2012

Meeting
Consent Agenda Passed
5.  Action Items
A.  Property Abatement Update
Consider Resolution 2012-XX, Ordering

the City Manager to Abate a Nuisance at
699 Fourth Street 

The City Manager reported that the
owner has made progress but there is still
some work to be done. The Property owner
Michael Pedragon spoke to the issue that
the truck and asked if it could be regis-
tered. The City Manager replied that If it is
operable it could be parked there. The

Mayor note that the fire issue was a prob-
lem. She was concerned that the Fire De-
partment could not access the home. He
stated that he could have it registered by
the end of the month. 

The hearing was continued to, and heard
on October 16 and November 12th.

B.  Public Hearing for a Planned Unit
Development – Assessor Parcels 002-026-
011 and 002-026-012

Consider Resolution 2012-41 Approving
a Mitigated Negative Declaration for As-
sessor Parcel Nos. 002-026-011 and 002-
026-012

The Planning Commission approved and
sent it to the City Council. The streets
would be private streets. Each road is des-
ignated as a Fire Lane. Home Owners
would have to address parking issues. The
Sheriff can address blockage of Fire Lanes.
There would be handicap parking spaces
designated. It will not be gated. The Public
Hearing was opened. The project engineer
thanked San Juan for helping to develop a
more thorough evaluation is a better proj-
ect that fits the general plan and the prop-
erty itself.

He reported that the border with the
Sanitary Lot will have elevation differ-
ences and a fence. He also said that there
would be a pathway through the project
with an opening in the fence to allow ac-
cess to pedestrians wishing to walk
through to Fourth Street. Most of the park-
ing has been designed to be individual
stalls for residents and visitors. The final
design for the project is deferred until the
size and style are determined, including
the number of bedrooms per home. The
size of the lots and setbacks exceeds the
zoning regulations. There will be 80 park-
ing spaces in addition to the 50 spaces. The
Home Owners Association will determine
whether people use their garages to park
their vehicles. The City Council and Plan-
ning Commission will be able to approve
the appearance and number of bedrooms.
Vice Mayor Boch noted the importance of
having a strong Home Owners Association
to enforce their rules and regulations.
Third Street will be widened to North
Street.

Resident Brian Dutton of North Street
spoke about his belief that the impact of
this project will be large. He is concerned
because he has to live around it. He noted
that the project that he lived in in Gilroy
had similar rules and it wound up becom-
ing a problem that was brought to City
Council. He noted that there was already a
crime problem in that area. He noted the
the smell from the Waste Treatment Plant
had not been disclosed to him prior to his
purchase of his property. He expressed his
feeling that the property value of the home
was going to go down and not up. 

John Friedman also spoke against the
project. He thought the density was too
much he thought the Planning Commis-
sion’s work was less than the Council
seemed to think. He noted that houses
would be five feet from the Waste Treat-
ment Plant and there was currently a daily
smell. The City Manager noted that the
concerns would be met by the process. He
believed this to be appropriate. The PUD
gives a more flexible way to address the is-
sues of putting housing there. He said that
he believed the mitigations approved by
the Planning Community were adequate.
He noted that the parking was designed so
that residents will encourage garage use for
vehicles, not storage. Vice Mayor Boch said
that he has been following the matter and

noted that the owner of the property has
the right to develop his property in certain
ways. Mayor Cosio noted that she had
fought several of the developments in town
and she noted that this development is
being asked to fix some of the problems
that the other projects created. She said
that she had no problems with this one. It
will be built in three phases, so that the im-
pact will be gradual. The first phase will
include the widening of Third Street. The
City Attorney noted that this process gives
more flexibility. The City Manager noted
that this was part of a plan to address the
need for the city to accept more density to
meet the Housing Element of the the Gen-
eral Plan. 

Passed
Consider Resolution 2012-42 Approving

a Planned Unit Development Permit for
Assessor Parcel Nos. 002-026-011 and 002-
026-012

Jeff King, who is involved with the proj-
ect,  noted that the 1400-1900sq. ft for liv-
ing area. He noted that three stories would
not be appropriate for San Juan. He said
that the detached TownHome would best
meet the needs of San Juan. Councilmem-
ber Edge noted that the Pace project got
permission through the court to do things
that the city did not have control over. The
City Manager noted that if the city ap-
proves it they would have more control, if
the matter should wind up in court.

Passed
Approve Resolution 2012-XX Authoriz-

ing Mayor to Sign 911 Services Contract
with San Benito County

Approve Resolution 2012-44 Authoriz-
ing Mayor to Sign Contract with San Ben-
ito County to Provide Fire Services and
Emergency Response

Approved with the stipulation that the
City Manager verify $5 million insurance
coverage.

Approve Resolution 2012-45 Authoriz-
ing Application for Federal Excess Per-
sonal Property in Accordance with United
States Forest Service Cooperative Forestry
Assistance Act (CFAA) of 1978

Approved 
Approve Resolution 2012-XX Amending

the Fiscal Year 2013 Budget for the Fire
Department Budget (Account No. 20-702,
Fire Gear/Safety Equipment) to $10,750

Approved - Reflects Donation from
Santa Barbara Bank for Fire Department

Selection of City Volunteer to Recognize
on Philanthropy Day (November 15, 2012)

Nominated Volunteer Fire Fighter
Daniel Gonzalez to be recognized for his
work with the Fire Explorers

6.   Discussion Items
A.   Strategic Planning – Council Mem-

ber Edge
Report by Ad Hoc Committee for Outside

Services – Council Members Cosio and
Boch

No report
Report by Ad Hoc Committee for Park-

ing Within the City – Council Members
Edge and Boch

Committee has not yet met to consider
citation

Set Future Agenda Items
Parking 
8.  Comments
City Council
Christmas parade will be Dec 1st. at 5:30

and Oct. 27 Halloween Party  on Third
Street downtown.

City Manager
City Attorney
9.  Adjourn �
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
RELAUNCH
Deputy Rich Brown Relaunches the
Neighborhood Watch Program.
First Meeting: Monday, November 12th.
6:00pm. Sheriffs Field Office - San Juan School.

C O M M U N I T Y N O T E B O O K

SJB City Council Meeting Minutes for October 16, 2012
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
Old Mission San Juan

Bautista Thanksgiving Feast

Thanksgiving Feast sponsored by Old Mission
San Juan Bautista at Casa Maria

Thursday November 22nd, 11am to 3pm
Last year they served 700 Meals!

If you are interested in volunteering for the
event or donating food and or money, contact:

weshollister@yahoo.com

info@sanjuanstar.net.

Halloween at Bear’s Hideaway

El Teatro Campesino (ETC) is bursting
with activities and performances this
fall, offering something for everyone in

the community. Whether it’s the end of an-
other year, or the end of an era, the waning
months of 2012 are a great time to celebrate! 

ETC’s Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead)
celebration is a weekend-long cultural festival
that commemorates and honors the lives of
departed loved ones through dance, music, of-
ferings and art. The celebrated dance troupe
Esperanza del Valle from Watsonville returns
to perform a new show entitled “Magia y
Color” featuring the dances of southern Mex-
ico. Performances are scheduled for Friday
November 2nd at 8pm, Saturday November
3rd at 2pm and 8pm, and Sunday November
4th at 2pm. Viewings of the altars set up in the
El Teatro Campesino Playhouse will begin one
hour prior to performance times. Additionally,
there will be a variety of fun, family-oriented
Day of the Dead activities in front of the ETC
Playhouse from 4pm to 7pm on Saturday,
Nov. 3 in lieu of the annual procession this
year. The new and improved procession will
return to the streets of San Juan Bautista in
2013. Tickets for the performance usually sell
out in advance for this one-week-end only
presentation.

ETC is also gearing up for the holiday pres-
entation of “La Virgen del Tepeyac,” celebrat-
ing nearly four decades of tradition at the
beautiful Old Mission San Juan Bautista, with
this biennial spectacle of vibrant music, sacral
theater, and Aztec dance. This special Christ-
mas offering, adapted by Luis Valdez, drama-
tizes the four apparitions of Our Lady of
Guadalupe to the Indian messenger Juan
Diego in 1531 in a joyous re-enactment of the
miraculous events that inspired the religious
rebirth of indigenous Mexico. “La Virgen del
Tepeyac” is presented in classical Spanish and
opens the day after Thanksgiving, November
23rd, and runs through Sunday December
16th. There will also be a special performance
on Wednesday, December 12th at 8pm in
honor of the feast day for La Virgen.

Both the Dia de Los Muertos event and our
bi-annual presentation of La Virgen del Te-
peyac are part of the “Miracle, Mystery and
Historical Cycle of San Juan Bautista” or more
simply - The San Juan Cycle - an annual series
of plays, performances, and cultural celebra-

tions that El Teatro Campesino has been pro-
ducing in California’s “City of History” for
over thirty years.

In addition to this year’s San Juan Cycle,
ETC has the opportunity to welcome Teatro
Milagro from Portland, Oregon in a limited
two-night only run of their touring bilingual
play “B’aktun 13.” Performances are on No-
vember 16 and 17 at 8pm at the El Teatro
Campesino Playhouse.

In “B’aktun 13,” three Latinos swept up in
an ICE raid and deported to Mexico are sud-
denly immersed into indigenous cultural ex-
periences. As they are drawn into prophecies
surrounding B’aktun 13, the final era in the
Mayan calendar, will the world change on De-
cember 21, 2012? Or will they? The possibil-
ity of a way home leads them to the Yucatan,
where they encounter Mayan deities, jaguars
and visions of the Earth flooding. Rio, gender
queer, Luz, a Mayan and Sal, a dream act
hopeful, struggle with their personal demons
as Ixchel, goddess of water and moon, and
Ahpuch, god of death lead them deeper into a
mythological universe. A hurricane changes
the course of their journey, sending them into
uncharted lands. Time revolves like a Mayan
calendar and Rio, Luz and Sal must return to
face the consequences of their past as they ap-
proach the uncertainties of their future.

“B’aktun 13” is written by Teatro Milagro
Artistic Director Dañel Malán, through col-
lected dialogs from immigrant students and
research from travels through Chiapas and the
Yucatan. Matthew Zrebski, noted collaborator
of new works, directs. Lighting design is by
Katelan Braymer and sound design by Rory
Merritt Stitt. Daniel Moreno, Ajai Terrazas-Tri-
pathi and Tricia Castañeda-Gonzales are the
three actors portraying Rio, Sal and Luz, the
three deported immigrants. The performances
have been made possible in part by The Ven-
tura Group, Inc.

The Mayan elders assure us that 2012 rep-
resents the end of our present era, not the end
of the world. It’s the perfect time to reflect on
what has come before us and what lies ahead.
Join El Teatro Campesino in the celebration of
being alive in this time and in this place to-
gether with lively arts and festive dance, the-
atre, and pageantry! More information about
El Teatro Campesino can be found at
www.elteatrocampesino.com. �

El Teatro Campesino Bursting With Activities

Clockwise, from top: Janine Sanchez & Tina "Ruthless-Anne" Bisaccio;The Pink Lady;
Adam LaZarre; and  Brandi Suess & Eddie Hassman  (Little Red Riding Hood & the BIG Bad
Wolf)
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Tuesdays:
KIDS UNDER 12 EAT FREE

Wednesdays:
FREE APPETIZERS

(one per table)
Saturdays:

Featuring:  ANGEL URIBE
(6pm-9pm)

We would like to wish 
our customers a 
Happy Thanksgiving!

Make your holiday reservations early!

Attending the play of “La Virgen” this year? 
Make reservations for dinner, too!

Extensive Sunday        

Buffet
Featuring Live Music: The Trio Aborada 9am-2pm

Summer Hours: Monday - Friday: 11am -10pm
Saturday and Sunday: 9am -10pm

Summer Hours: Monday - Friday: 11am -10pm
Saturday and Sunday: 9am -10pm

Housing
Continued from page 1
for 34 townhouses arranged in a looped two-way street alignment
and six large single-family lots adjacent to existing single-family
homes on Church Street and the San Juan Cemetery.

Parking was of concern to some local residents. The approved plan
now calls for two-car garages and 40 on-site parking spaces. The proj-
ect also will have open space, parkland and walking paths.

Grimsley pointed out that the project may potentially generate some
$250,000 in annual tax revenues on top of impact fees charged to the
developer to fund such needs as fire, police, streets, schools, park and
library, just to mention a few.  “We will also see the revenue from 40
new customers using our water and sewer services” he added.

Although no timeline has been established for construction to
begin, the approved tentative map is valid for two years and can then
be extended an additional two years.  Grimsley speculates that the
economy and housing market will most likely dictate when the con-
struction would start. It is hoped that the lot that now is home to sev-
eral abandoned structures and vehicles will be cleaned up by the
developer in the interim.

Bob Coronato
at the Mission
Gallery

Ever since we first started carrying
Bob Coronato’s etchings many years
ago, we’ve been struck by his deep

knowledge, respect and enthusiasm for
his subject. By living in Wyoming during
the summers, Bob has participated in
many of the scenes he’s created in his
etchings. His fine sense of balance and
composition as well as his meticulous at-
tention to detail is obvious - and most im-
portantly - accurate. His hard work, talent
and very serious approach to his craft have
won him national recognition at some of
the top shows in the country and at 42,
Bob is just getting started! Sometimes hu-
morous, sometimes philosophical but al-
ways exquisitely rendered, Bob’s etchings
offer a glimpse of a cowboy culture that’s
rapidly disappearing. We’re happy to be
welcoming Bob back to Mission Gallery
for an artist’s reception and printing
demonstration on Saturday, November
17th from 1-5pm - we hope you’ll join us!

Born in New Jersey, Bob Coronato
started his formal training at Otis Parsons
and the New School for Social Research
in New York then went to Parsons in LA
where he earned his BFA.  He was granted
his first museum show at the age of 22.

Since then, he has gained national
recognition for his oil paintings and his
etchings of the American West.
� (Nominated by Southwest Art) “Artist

Of the New Century Show”: Won Grand
Prize, Best of Show. 2002
� Masters of the American West Show,

Autry Center Los Angeles 2009/2010
� Coeur d’Alene Art Auction, Reno NV

1996
� Scottsdale Art Auction, Scottsdale

Arizona
� Great American Miniature Show Set-

tlers West, Tucson
� Charlie Russell Art Auction, Great

Falls, Montana
� Cattleman’s Western Art Show &

Sale, Paso Robles, CA. �
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Senior Discounts Available

By Halina Kleinsmith

This Thanksgiving month report allows
for the San Juan Committee to say
Thank You to everyone who helped

make our children’s Halloween Block Party
such a special event. More people, more
games, more goodies and more kids than ever
before contributed to the total success of this
year’s community get-together.

The generosity of San Juan Bautista mer-
chants, residents and volunteers exemplified
the intention of October 27, 2012 – America’s
22nd annual “Make a Difference Day” - to
give back to the community and somehow
make a difference in the lives of others.
Everyone came together to provide a free
night of fun and entertainment for San Juan’s
children, (and children at heart.) We are very
proud to see so many people volunteer on be-
half of our city’s youth, and we applaud your
sincere enthusiasm.

It’s important to additionally recognize
that the focus goes beyond this October date
of volunteer recognition. Each and every day
in San Juan Bautista is make-a-difference-
day, as evidenced by the consistent and tire-
less efforts of those seeking to make a
difference in our community. Our merchants
go beyond their daily sales and customer
service to do things such as provide water for
thirsty dogs, or help a stranded visitor jump
start a dead car battery. Local residents clip
and donate their hair for Locks of Love, or
knit baby items and head warmers for cancer
patients; churches organize community din-
ners for the needy, and non-profits donate
goods and services for education and hous-
ing. Our community and civic leaders give
hours of unpaid time to meetings and plan-
ning sessions, working to improve our over-
all quality of life. Bigger industries in the area
consistently donate dollars to the sponsoring
of food, clothing and health clinics, or to help
fund the production of neighborhood block
parties and events. These types of kind ef-
forts will be especially highlighted in the
month of November, which typically exem-
plifies a time of sharing, caring and thanks-
giving. We all have an equal opportunity to
lend our time and/or contribute financially to
the many programs struggling to stay solvent
and serve those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Through the volunteer work that the San
Juan Committee does with the input and
guidance of our civic and county leaders, we
are continuing to focus on the promotion of
our city as a vital center of historic tourism.
We are now fourteen months into the plans
and goals that define our committee mission
statement. In those short months, we weath-
ered the change-over of leadership at the City
Hall and County Chamber of Commerce lev-
els. Now under the umbrella of the County
Chamber of Commerce, the San Juan Com-
mittee has gained the framework upon which
to structure and organize our efforts, and we
are thankful for the consistent input and sup-
port of our current leaders, San Juan City
Manager Roger Grimsley and San Benito
County Chamber of Commerce President
Debbie Taylor, along with the city council,
and the chamber Board of Directors, and of-
fice manager Angel Mammino. 

The strong start we have made has given
us an ongoing task list, to seek new ways in
which to promote the city of San Juan
Bautista, and create activities by which to
fund raise necessary advertising dollars. We
had to brainstorm new events, such as last

October’s Harvest Fair and this year’s Valen-
tine’s Crab Feed Dinner Dance. This year we
were also able to share in the Community
Foundation’s grant money specified for
county promotional purposes. It was a great
boon to our advertising efforts, allowing us
to participate in the printing and placement
of 20 Highway 101 rest stop promotional
posters, and locally helping in the establish-
ment of the County Visitor’s Center, located
in San Juan Bautista.

We also risked involvement with a new
promoter who did not produce a promised
May event, and as a result reneged on the an-
ticipated stipend we were relying upon to
continue our advertising efforts. 

We can report that we have met with great
success working with Terry Wecker and the
Gold Coast Rods Car Show, and have been
able to earn a few dollars by assisting with
putting his event on our streets. We hope that
upcoming event producers will also be broad
minded enough to see how they can play a
direct roll in helping to keep the downtown
‘show backdrop’ of businesses and buildings
in existence. 

At our most recent meeting to evaluate the
final weeks of this year, the San Juan Com-
mittee made a unanimous decision to sched-
ule and produce a new holiday event in
town. This was spurred by our desire to unify
the look of our shopping and tourism areas
with an old fashioned theme appropriate to
our authentic setting. Thus, on Saturday, De-
cember 15, 2012 we will embark upon an
open to the public holiday event, in coopera-
tion with the San Juan Bautista State Historic
Park and Old Mission San Juan Bautista. “Vi-
sions of San Juan-A Holiday Stroll through
Time” will involve volunteers, actors and do-
cents in late 1800’s style outfits greeting visi-
tors with authentic live music, on site
refreshments and tableaus reenacting life in
and around our city’s old buildings. There
will be a twilight tree lighting ceremony,
fundraising commemorative ornament sales,
souvenir photos sale, gift basket raffle and more.

We heartily encourage everyone in the
downtown shopping district and all mer-
chants and residents to decorate within the
simplicity-beautiful old fashioned theme of
green garlands, red bows and icicle lights.
This one day event will be from 5PM to 9PM,
and will feature a printed program listing
donors and highlighting any businesses that
wish to stay open later that evening for our
visitors and shoppers. We encourage our
merchant base to treat this as an open house
event, and join in the fun of dressing up
1880’s style for the entire business day. Our
goal is to create a huge circle of involvement,
encouraging a true “Holiday Stroll Through
Time” from The Alameda to San Jose Streets,
including shops, homes and State Historic
buildings. Advertising posters will be pro-
vided, and sign up sheets will circulate
through the district, with our Chairwoman
Kim Bautista of TTK Thrift Store being the
main coordinator and contact person. If you
are a business or a resident wishing to vol-
unteer and make this Vision come true,
please contact Kim at 831.566.6926 or any
San Juan Committee member.

Well, it looks like the flame in my oil lamp
is getting low so I will close with Happy
Thanksgiving wishes from all of us to all of
you, and as you already know…

The future of San Juan is now—include
yourself. �

Make-A-Difference Day 
Continues All Year
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Look where you’ll find

SAN JUAN BAUTISTA
Windmill

Dona Esther

Vertigo Coffee

Valero Gas Station

Jardines

JJ’s Burgers

129 General Store

San Juan Bakery

San Juan Visitor’s Ctr.

Fools Gold Antiques

Daisy’s Saloon

Mom & Pop’s

Mission Cafe

Neil’s Market

Bear’s Hideaway

TTK Thrift Store

Natural Wonders Health

Food Store

AROMAS
Old Firehouse Market

Marshall’s Market

Aromas Post office

Aromas Auto Repair

TRES PINOS

FlapJacks

HOLLISTER

ANSR Pharmacy

Rancher’s Feed

San Benito County Chamber

of Commerce

Grillin n Chillin

Hazel Hawkins Hospital

San Benito Bene

Knife and Fork

Papa Murphy’s Pizza

San Juan Oaks

Ridgemark 

Mars Hill

Starbucks

Cozy Cup

Country Rose

Dunneville 

Tiffany Ford

San Benito Dance Academy

Community Foundation for

San Benito County

Stop by and get a copy today!

By Val Blanchette

On Sunday October 15th we cele-
brated the great wines and food of
San Benito County with a festival

at the San Juan Oaks Country Club. The
event was in support of Emmaus House,
the one and only shelter in this county for
battered women and children.

Local chefs provided food – one chef for
each course – and local wines were offered
that complemented the food.

The food and wine:
We started with an impressive array of

delicious appetizers provided by Sean
Shelton. The baked oysters, the gnocchi
and the wonderful cheeses with prosciutto
were especially delicious. The appetizers
were accompanied by Teague Vineyards
2010 Chardonnay, and their 2009 Cabernet
Sauvignon, perfect foils for the hors d’oeuvres

We then wound our way through a series of
courses – Dungeness crab on a bed of iceberg let-
tuce, by Daniel Mendoza, accompanied by the
Donati Family Vineyard’s 2010 Pinot Blanc. The
crab was fantastic – the accompanying sauce, pi-
quant and delicate, enhanced and did not over-
power the delicate flavor of the crab. The pinot
blanc was a perfect accompaniment. This was
followed by arctic char, by Doug Kuerschner III,
a delicate fish, served with the Calera “Ryan”
Pinot Noir, then a butternut squash Risotto by
Ella King with the Pessagno “Idyltimes” 2010
Zinfandel; next were Tomato braised beef Short
Ribs. by Rob Stevens; these were rich and fla-
vorful – and accompanied by the Jayse 2009
Syrah and the grand finale, Red Velvet Cake with
white chocolate mousse with Alicats Viognier. 

The hors d’oeuvres time gave us an opportu-
nity to wander around and meet our fellow
guests. Among them were John and Judy John-
son. They are members of the Presbyterian
Church of Hollister; their pastor, David Ro-
driguez, helped found Emmaus House. They are
enthusiastic supporters of Emmaus House, and
talked of the great importance of having a local
facility. When there is no local facility for bat-
tered women and children, then when the time
comes when they have to move out of their
home, they have to leave the area. For many,
leaving the area means the mother can no longer

get to her job and the children cannot get to their
school. This makes the whole problem so much
more traumatic for all concerned.

Another of the strong supporters told me that
he wished that such a facility had been available
for his mother and his siblings when he was
growing up. Now he works to make sure that
people of this next generation who face the prob-
lems he faced as a child are provided with a
place of refuge. What a wonderful reaction to
past problems!

We were welcomed by Joanna Smith-Weaver,
president of the Board of Directors of Emmaus
House. Joanna spoke about the need for Emmaus
House in the community, and the endowment
fund that has been set up to provide some of the
needed financial support.

A silent auction was held – and there was an
impressive array of items donated for the auc-
tion. Truly outstanding was the beautiful hand
crocheted Afghan donated by Lucille, a Monitor
at Emmaus House.

Other items offered included a Wine and
Cheese cooler with an impressive array of equip-
ment and a one night stay for two at San Fran-
cisco’s Wyndham Canterbury donated by Ralph
and Madeleine Beaudoin. There were other hotels
visits, a winery tour, wines and a Strawberry cake.

The evening was a great opportunity to greet
old friends, make new friends and join in sup-
porting one of our most needed and truly worthy
causes. �

By Mary Lacey Gibson

Anew feature, Kitchen
Tips, appears with this
month’s recipes. It will

highlight time savers, tech-
niques, substitutions, new or
old uses for cooking tools and
equipment and other things
we’ve (that’s you and I) learned
or discovered to make cooking
more efficient and enjoyable.
Got a tip or recipe you want to
share with others? Send it to the
paper.

Maple Glazed Pork Chops
and Sweet Potatoes 

2 pork chops, bone-in, 1/2-
inch thick 

1/4 teaspoon black pepper,
freshly ground

1/2 teaspoon salt
2 sweet potatoes, medium,

peeled, cut into 1-inch cubes 
3 tablespoons olive oil 
3 tablespoons maple syrup 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees F.

Line a low rimmed baking sheet
with aluminum foil. Combine
salt, pepper, olive oil and maple
syrup in a bowl with sweet po-
tato cubes. Toss to coat evenly.
With a slotted spoon lift sweet
potato cubes out of the bowl and
spread in a single layer on the
baking sheet. Place pork chops
in the bowl, on at a time, and
evenly rub maple syrup mixture
over all sides. Place pork chops
in the middle of the baking
sheet (surrounded by sweet po-
tato cubes). Pour what remains
in the bowl of the maple syrup
mixture over the pork chops, to
coat each side evenly. Any re-
maining maple syrup mixture
can be drizzled over the sweet
potatoes. Roast for 35-40 min-
utes until the sweet potatoes are
tender and pork chops are done.
Check after 25 minutes or so to
see if the sweet potatoes are
done. Remove if they are ( don’t
let them burn) and return chops
back to oven. Test pork chops

with a meat thermometer or by
piercing with a fork to see if
juices run clear.

Stuffed Acorn Squash 
Acorn squash, white beans,

apples and chard make this a
meal in itself.

2 medium acorn
squash, halved and seeded 

1 granny smith apple, diced
6 cups chopped chard leaves
1 can (15-ounce) white

beans rinsed 
1/2 cup red onion, chopped

fine
2 cloves garlic, minced 
3 tablespoons olive oil
2 tablespoons water
1/2 teaspoon salt, divided 
1/2 teaspoon ground pep-

per, divided 
Cut a small slice off the bot-

tom of each squash half so it
rests flat. Brush the squash cav-
ities and cut edges using a total
of one tablespoon olive oil and
then sprinkle all with a total of
1/4 teaspoon each salt and pep-
per. Place the 4 acorn squash
halves cut-side down on a bak-
ing sheet lined with foil or
parchment paper. Bake for 25
minutes until the squash is fork-
tender. Meanwhile, heat 2 table-
spoon oil in a large skillet over
medium heat. Add onion; cook,
stirring, until softened, 2 to 3
minutes. Add diced apples, stir-
ring until softened and just be-
ginning to brown. Add garlic;
cook, stirring, for 1 minute. Stir
in water, the remaining1/4 tea-
spoon each salt and pepper and
chard, cover and cook until ten-
der, 3 to 5 minutes. Fold in
white beans cook until heated
through, 1 to 2 minutes more.
Remove from the heat. When
squash is tender, remove from
oven, turning cut side up. Posi-
tion rack in center of oven; pre-
heat broiler. Mound each hot
squash cavity with about 1 cup
of the hot apple/chard mixture.

Place under broiler, watching
carefully, until the tops begin to
brown slightly. Serve hot.

Poached pears
2 pears, ripe but not too soft,

halved and cored
1 cup water
1/2 cup sugar
1/4 cup sweet white wine or

apple juice
3 tablespoons seedless rasp-

berry or boysenberry Jam
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
Combine water, sugar and

wine in a saucepan and bring to
a gentle a boil. Pears may be
peeled or not. Add pears, cut
side down to the saucepan.
Cover and reduce to a simmer
for 5-10 minutes or until pears
are tender but not falling apart.
Remove pears to a plate and
chill in refrigerator. Reserve
cooking liquid. In a small bowl,
combine jam and vanilla. Mix in
just enough cooking liquid to
form a sauce similar to syrup
consistency. Cover and refriger-
ate sauce until chilled. Remove
sauce from the refrigerator 15
minutes before serving. Artfully
place two pear halves on each
dessert plate and top with sauce.
Garnish with berries and mint if
desired. Recipe may be doubled
or tripled for additional serv-
ings.

Kitchen Tip
Do all the preparation for

your recipe before you start to
cook. Read the recipe through
until you understand it. Get a
feel for the order and pace of the
recipe tasks. Measure, peel,
chop, dice all of your ingredi-
ents first and put them in small
bowls (small glass Pyrex bowls
work great), cups and plates in
the order they will be needed.
Only after you check twice to
make sure everything is ready
are you ready to cook! Enjoy! �

In the Kitchen: Tastes of Autumn

The Best of San Benito County Food and Wine
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Thanks for
the ARTs

The Dragonfly Gallery in Aromas
is proud to announce the “Artist of the
Month” for November - Kay Walters,
a distinguished fuser of glass and jew-
elry maker, as excerpted from an in-
terview by author Joyce Oroz. Kay
moved from Big Sur to North Mon-
terey County 20 years ago. She lives
with her miniature horses, and res-
cued dogs and cats. Her interest in
glass started when she was a glazier
in San Diego. She replaced the glass
in broken windows and doors on new housing projects. In
those days, she cut many sheets of glass. Around 10 years ago,
Kay started fusing glass. She purchased a small kiln and fused
up a storm. Of course, that led to a larger kiln; for awhile. Now
she has 4 kilns of various
sizes and shapes.

Among her other art ad-
ventures, Kay has played
with pottery and sculpting,
painted on silk, painted with
encaustics (wax), but is pas-
sionate about fusing glass.

The colors pull her in and
she never knows exactly
how a glass project will turn
out, which makes it fun. She
starts with sheets of fusing
glass, frit (various sizes and
small pieces, from powder to
small chunks), stringer
(strings of glass), and
dichroic glass (the most ex-
pensive glass, derived from
space technology and made
in a vacuum). She lays out
the combinations of glass
and heats them in a kiln up to 1700 degrees. (Usually 1500
degrees is plenty. Some pieces are heated more than once to
create depth. Some pieces are heated again to slump them into
molds for bowls, etc.)

Kay claims that Nature gives her endless ideas for fusing
glass: trees, oceans, creatures. She claims to have “Glass Mad-
ness!” She describes this madness as the myriad of colors:
reds, yellows, greens, cobalt blue, mauve, violet, that light up
her spirit.

It is the joyous process of combining glasses which are
translucent, opaque, dichroic, iridescent, frits, and stringers
for her inspirations. She goes on to say that it is the magic of
the glowing, flowing, fusing process. This includes the kiln
melting the glass into a white-hot taffy-like material, con-
necting the molecules. Then, after each individual artwork
ever so slowly cools, it presents itself to her; inspiration for
new visions that beg to be brought into the world. This gives
her spirit and passion for creating!

Kay Walters has worked as a massage therapist for twenty-
four years. Right now she has a fine display of glass creations
at the Dragonfly Gallery, 380 Blohm Ave., Aromas, CA 95004.
The hours at the gallery are 10:00 am to 4:00 pm Tues. thru
Sat.

Grand Re-opening of the Blak Sage Gallery is sponsored
and curated by the San Benito County Arts Council (SBCAC),
which has been awarded the Creating Public Value Grant from
the California Arts Council to transform the Blak Sage Gallery
into a nonprofit arts and cultural center. This grant has been
matched by the Community Foundation for San Benito
County and the Women’s Club of Hollister. The opening re-
ception of the “Women Artists of San Benito County Exhibit”
was blessed with congratulations and recognition of the artists
by Jennifer Laine, Executive Director of SBCAC. She also ex-
tended her gratitude to Jim and Deoborah Wood for collabo-
rating with SBCAC, to allow them to use the Blak Sage Gallery
as both office space and an arts center. The refreshments were
partially catered by Café Ella of Hollister. The gallery is open
on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9-1, Fridays 1-6 pm and
Saturdays 12-5 pm. This group exhibition will be on view
through November 30, 2012.

Ms. Laine also enthusiastically introduced the new gallery-
office assistant, Amanda Chiado, who holds an MFA degree in
writing from the California College of the Arts and is a desig-

nated California Poet in the Schools. Ms. Chiado also has a
teaching credential and has experience teaching at the pre-
school and elementary grade levels. Amanda will be working
at the gallery as a Gallery Assistant, and will help out with a
wide-range of new programs, including our Pre-K Arts in Ed-
ucation Program at the gallery, First Fridays, art exhibitions &
special events. The first preschool program will take place on

Thursday Nov. 8th with a “pattern-
themed” workshop. The Arts Coun-
cil is also hosting “Mommy & Me,
Art & Tea” program from 12-5 pm,
Saturday Nov. 10th, where moms
(and dads!) are invited to come into
the gallery with their children, to ex-
perience art. Parents will be given a
little sheet
with ques-
tions and in-
f o r m a t i o n
that they can

refer to during a self-guided tour
throughout the gallery, which we hope
will encourage conversation and criti-
cal thinking about art for children and
their parents. Cookies, tea and an art
project will be offered, which families
can do together. Staff will be on hand
to talk about art and assist with any
questions or activities.

Ruben Centeno, former member and
co-founder of the band “This Side Up”
played for the reception. He has been playing guitar most of
his life. After a work-related accident left Ruben unable to
work at his former job, he focused on his guitar. He has played
with other local musicians in different venues in the San Fran-
cisco Jazz Scene. He has played for different non-profit com-
munity groups events in San Benito County. He resides in
Ridgemark. To contact him call (831) 207-3374. His Motto is
“No occasion too small.”

The SBCAC will offer rotating exhibitions, as well as arts,
crafts, gifts, jewelry and cards for sale, First Friday events (i.e.
music, wine tasting), open Mic Poetry & Youth Poetry, new pre-
K arts education program for preschool kids, art programs, and
art workshops & seminars. This space is available as a meeting
and event space for local nonprofits, businesses and individu-
als. The November First Friday event will be a beer tasting and
art viewing from 5-7 pm. SBCAC is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to promoting the arts in San Benito County, com-
mitted to serving as a cultural leader and arts advocate in our
county. More information about SBCAC and their events is
available at www.sanbenitoarts.org or you can call 831-636-
2787. 

Galeria Tonantzin Center for Art and Humanities along with
Monterey Bay WCA presents the 21st annual “Images of the
Virgin’ juried exhibition. They are creating the 21st annual ex-
hibition of contemporary representations for the Virgin in her
many manifestations across time and place including the an-
cient goddess Tonantzin, the Virgin of Guadalupe; what she
means to you, the artist. This is an international exhibition with
the goal of presenting many artistic visions from various cul-
tural perspectives, both the reverent and the provocative, ex-
ploring contemporary re-examinations of the image of the
Virgin. This exhibit is open to all women artists. You can down-
load a prospectus from their website at http://www.galeriato-
nantzin.com/.  

El Teatro Campesino presents Dia De Los Muertos feature-
ing Experanza De Valle in “Magia Y Color.” The celebrated
dance troupe Esperanza del Valle will return to perform during
El Teatro Campesino’sannual Dia de los Muertos Celebration
in a new show entitled “Magia y Color.” Performances are
scheduled for Friday November 2 at 8pm, Saturday November
3 at 2pm and 8pm, and Sunday November 4 at 2pm. Viewings
of the altars are set up in the El Teatro Campesino Playhouse
and will begin one hour prior to performance times. The an-
nual Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) celebration is a week-
end-long cultural festival that commemorates and honors the
lives of departed loved ones through dance, music, offerings
and art.

There will be a variety of fun, family-oriented Day of the
Dead activities in front of the ETC Playhouse from 4pm to 7pm
on Saturday, Nov. 3 in lieu of the annual procession this year.
The new and improved procession will return to the streets of
San Juan Bautista in 2013.

Esperanza del Valle, based out of Watsonville and active for
over 30 years, is recognized for cultivating and promoting an
understanding of Mexican culture through its rich folkloric
dances rooted in the merging of indigenous European and
African heritage. Their presentations are festive, colorful, and
full of life and variety. This year’s presentation “Magia y Color”

features an all-new program of dances from the south of Mex-
ico along with Esperanza’s iconic piece “Macaria.”

El Teatro Campesino also encourages residents to come and
participate in this community-building event by constructing a
remembrance altar devoted to their topic of choice. Altars will
be on display beginning one hour prior to performance times
the entire weekend. Danza Azteca troupe Calpulli Itzpapalotl
will perform a traditional blessing of the altars and dance in
honor of the departed on each day of the celebration. Altar
space is limited and available by advance request on a space-
available basis.

Ticket prices are: Adults $15; Seniors/Students $12; Chil-
dren $8. To purchase tickets, call 1-800-838-3006 or visit
www.elteatrocampesino.com. For more information about altar
creation or volunteering to help with the Day of the Dead ac-

tivities on Saturday, please contact Rosa Escalante at
831-297-2886 or at rmesjb@gmail.com. El Teatro
Campesino Playhouse is located at 705 Fourth St. in His-
toric San Juan Bautista.

This show is part of the 2012 San Juan Cycle, an an-
nual series of plays, performances, and cultural cele-
brations that are uniquely tailored to California’s “City of
History,” Old San Juan Bautista, home of El Teatro
Campesino (ETC) for forty years. Support for the cre-
ation and presentation of The San Juan Cycle has come
from Community Foundation of San Benito County, and
California Arts Council. Aromas Hills Artisans, as re-
ported by Joyce Oroz, invite the public to join them at
the Aromas Library, November 3rd, 1pm to 3pm as they
proudly celebrate their new mural. This is your chance
to meet the folks who made the project a success. This

very special community has supported its library by coming
together and producing an attractive mural on the outside
walls of the historic building (389 Blohm Ave. behind the Fire-
house Market). Aromas is the community and the Aromas
Hills Artisans are the painters who created the lovely country
scene. Characters from five favorite children’s books float on
imaginary clouds above golden hills, a meandering stream,
fields and trees and children reading in the shade of an apri-
cot tree by the old swimming hole. Leading up to the library
entrance are colorful flowers painted by our children, patrons
of the library. 

The researching, planning, supporting and painting is fi-
nally finished—all that is left is to celebrate the coming to-
gether of library patrons, painters, donors, Monterey Free
Library officials, property owners and art-lovers. Refreshments
will be served.  

AHA is also featuring the second annual Holiday Art Festi-
val, Saturday, Nov. 17 and Sunday, Nov. 18 -10am to 4pm .
There is an “Early Bird” opening at 9:30 a.m. for AHA mem-
bers only. Enjoy the art work of the Aromas Hills Artisans all
under one roof at the Aromas Grange! A wide variety of medi-
ums will be there from which to choose that special holiday
gift. No matter what the weather, one can stroll through this
wonderful selection of local artists work and talk to the artists
themselves to learn how their work is created.  One can also
relax by the fireplace with a cup of hot apple cider and a
goodie or two and visit with friends. 

Aromas Grange: Adopt a Family Benefit Concert is holding
an Aromas Bands Together at the Aromas Community Grange,
Saturday, November 24. The doors open at 5 p.m. The emcee
for the evening is Sleepy John Sandidge, of “Please Stand By”
fame on KPIG on Sunday mornings. Top local musicians are
doing a one night performance to help local families in need.
Suggested donations are $15 for adults and $10 for children.
Food, beer and wine will be sold separately. For more infor-
mation call 726-2457 or 726-1775. This is being brought to the
community by KPIG Radio, Aromas Eagles and the San Juan
Bautista Rotary Club.

San Benito Stage Company‘s production of “The Boy
Friend” features area teens from Hollister, San Juan Bautista,
Aromas and as far as Morgan Hill. The actors range in age from
13 to 19 years of age. Being a community theater, the cast is
composed of newcomers to the stage as well as seasoned vet-
erans that have performed since they were 6 years old. The ac-
tors were challenged to learn accents of French and English in
order to authentically represent the French setting of the script.
The period is the mid 1920’s presented in the classic style of
British musical comedies of that era.

The director Heidi Henderson endeavored to bring a fresh,
colorful and madcap vibe to the production. She was able to
carry out her vision with the assistance of Lois Kincaid as cos-
tumer, Tony and Allen Schneider as set builders and Tricia
Harvey as muralist. This play is presented through arrange-
ment with Music Theatre International. November 2, 3 at 7
p.m. at the Granada Theater, 336 Fifth Street, Hollister. Tick-
ets are available at Postal Graphics, 636-3787 or San Benito
Bene 638-1188 or SBSC 636-0122. Tickets are $15 for adults,
$12 for students and seniors. �

The
ARTs
Salon
By Darlene Boyd

The Dance Advantage
By Zoe and Annaliese Hunter

Finally, Studio C is open!! We had to work
hard to get everything done. Even some
of the dancers were helping to lay down

the floor. Of course, we had professional su-
pervisors. Everyone was hoping to be the first
class in there. Well, Ballet III won. Yes, we
were a little jealous. But now everyone has fi-
nally gotten to dance in it. It is so big and the
colors are really cool. While practicing in
there, we realized that we weren’t “spotting”
when doing “chaine” turns, if you don’t spot,
you get super dizzy. Better work on that one!

We also have 13 new splits stars!! Bella

Rose, Morgan Fu, Makayla Banuelos, Angel Al-
cantar, Daisha Colmenero, Lidia Halperin,
Abby Barcible, Ashley Wang, Chloe Gaona,
Melissa Heras, Marissa Bumenlag, Ali Gillio,
and Emily King. It is not only cool to get your
splits, but now the Splits Stars get a free gift
certificate to Margo's Ice Cream Parlor in San
Juan Bautista. YOU GO GIRLS!

Nutcracker rehearsals have been going very
well. One Friday night, we watched the re-
hearsal of the Party Scene adults. They prac-
ticed two dances, and it was so funny to watch
them run in to each other :-). We are sure they
will get it at some point. They laughed a lot
and had a great time, The next Saturday, it was
a bit crazy. Twenty mice were running to

switch to snowflakes. They loved fighting with
the soldiers and being pulled off stage. It

seemed like CHAOS!! But it all worked out
and we know our choreography. Do you want
to know a secret? Chaos is half of the fun.
Maybe those volunteer moms do know what
they are doing?

At each rehearsal, there is a basket of cook-
ies that are in the shapes of ginger bread men
and snowflake sugar cookies made by the
“Mother Ginger Committee”. They are so beau-
tiful and delicious. Where is the hot chocolate
when you need it? 

The Nutcracker music, cookies, snowflake
costumes and . . . did I mention cookies?...
(sigh) it’s beginning to look a lot like Christ-
mas. Only one and half more months of re-
hearsals until the first show on December15! �

A glass seahorse by Kay Walters

Amanda Chiado
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make it happen until several months later
when Gwyneth had a brainstorm. She called
Leslie. “Let’s do it! We’ll invite other people to
come along, film the trip and make it a docu-
mentary for fourth graders.” Every California
fourth grader must write a report about and
build a replica of their favorite mission. Mak-
ing a documentary would not only inform
kids, but could also provide funding opportu-
nities for the trip. After two and a half years of
research and planning, their goals came into
focus and their dream became a reality. In
Leslie’s words, “Gwyneth and I were eager to
explore the missions as they relate to the pres-
ent and past of Native Peoples of Coastal Cali-
fornia between Sonoma and the border of
Mexico. While researching the missions and
their communities today, we became increas-
ingly aware that Indians are often mistakenly
represented as extinct. So one important aim
of the project has been to show that Indians
are very much not extinct! This is perhaps the
single most important point that Native Cali-
fornians themselves would want us to help
them get across. We also wanted to meet tribal
members from among the Coast Miwok, the
Pomo, the Ohlone, the Salinan, and other
tribes whose ancestors built the missions and
survived the Mission Era as well as the Gold
Rush. Their family stories, traditions, research,
and personal views help us see the missions
in new ways, and in more dimensional ways
often ignored by textbooks.”* The trek began
in mid-August, 2012 and included Hollywood
stunt rider, Rod Rondeaux, Gwyneth’s daugh-
ter Daisy, cameraman, Nuno Sá Pessoa, several
film interns, and a tiny but capable support
staff, including manager Peter Newfield and
publicist, Melissa Spiers. In addition, the rid-
ers welcomed people to join them for any part
of the trek. After their morning blessing and
photo op on our preserved bit of El Camino, I
joined them to ride over the De Anza trail. I
guided my mare off the trail so I could photo-
graph their uphill gallop. Their truck and
trailer and accompanying motorhome met us
four miles later on the far side of the hill. Bur-
ritos manifested spontaneously from the motor
home. While we chatted and ate, Gwyneth
suddenly turned her video camera on me. “So
Judith, you ride over the DeAnza trail often?”
I stuttered something unmemorable and sud-
denly realized how difficult it is to speak in
front of a camera. I don’t know what I said -
certainly nothing about hiking the hill to re-
cover from cancer surgery, or finding peace by
building rock sculptures - or most important
how walking the hill has brought me into the
San Juan Bautista community. It is there that
Anne Caetano invited me to join the SJB Star.
Whatever I mumbled encouraged Gwyneth to
turn her lens in another direction. After lunch,
everyone mounted up again and they were off,
heading southwest toward Fort Ord, while I

rode back home. The group will ride the north-
ernmost portion of the trip in 2012 and south-
ernmost from August to September of 2013.
Gwyneth and Leslie would have loved to have
ridden along the original 600 mile Camino
Real, but most of it has been subsumed by
major highways. Though they have found al-
ternative routes, they sometimes have to trailer
where traffic gets too dicey. Their fantasy is to
be accompanied by police escort into the more
congested cities. San Juan was one of the more
accessible destinations. I asked both Gwyneth
and Leslie to answer a few questions about
their ride - this was at the end of this year’s
stint - to discuss what they had learned about
the missions, about traveling with people and
horses and whether or not they had had any
significant revelations as a result of the trek.
The horses informed them right off the bat that
they do not function well as steady cams. The
interns had to take over most of the filming
while Gwyneth rode. Most impressive was the
horses’ adaptability to traffic. They coped with
bicycles, baby carriages, a drag race and even
a plane landing just behind them. “Worst of
all,” said Gwyneth, “were the hundreds of
sheep we had to trail.” Not only did the horses
acclimate to all this chaos, their stamina and
fitness improved each day. A more profound
revelation arose from the ride’s slow pace. Rid-
ing made Gwyneth more mindful of detail, im-
proved her ability to form theories, solve
problems, even speak in complete sentences.
She was relieved to be free of her reliance on
smart phones, iPads and the like, which con-
dition us into thinking we can solve problems
instantly. When I asked Gwyneth if anything
about the respective missions stood out for
her, she made the observation that the mis-

sions seemed to reflect the neighborhoods that
have grown up around them, varying from
“precious” in Carmel to “down to earth” in
Santa Cruz. Both women are grateful for the
ways in which communities of every mission
got involved in the riders’ undertaking and or-
ganized activities that both welcomed and ed-
ucate them. Two individuals they met who are
bringing to light both the historical and cur-
rent facts about Native American populations
are Andy Galvan, a devout Catholic and
Ohlone/Miwok Indian who works at the Mis-
sion Dolores in San Francisco, and Dr. Ruben

Mendoza, the archaeologist who is working to
restore our own SJB mission. Dr. Mendoza is
creating a room in the mission museum that
features Native American crafts, culture and
history. His efforts exemplify ways in which
the missions are acknowledging both the con-
tributions and suffering of indigenous popula-
tions. (See article by Val Blanchett below.)
Because Leslie Dunton-Downer is a profes-
sional and eloquent writer, I have chosen to
reprint, with her permission, her responses to
my questions. She describes some of the ac-
tivities that San Juan provided for the riders. 

What was it like to realize this crazy dream
of yours and Gwyenth’s?

“I’m still not entirely sure that the ride hap-
pened! The idea for it in the first place was
kind of dream, and the ride unfolded in a
dream-like state. So it will probably take
awhile to realize that at least half of the mis-
sion ride already took place!”

Did you form new friendships among the
troupe?

“The Mission Rider team formed unique
bonds, unlike those that people on the ride
were familiar with, say, from their family or
workplaces, or clubs or churches, or even from
being on location for a film. I think this had to
do with the double challenge of the ride itself
on a day-to-day basis (dealing with horses,
support vehicle, events, campsites, updating
the web site and Facebook on the road, etc...)
and making a documentary about the journey
(filming the ride brought a whole other set of
tasks and priorities). Plus there was the diver-
sity factor; our team is unusual for including
Native Americans as well as non-Americans,
with everyone bringing their own background
and culture and ideas to the overall CMR ex-
perience of coastal California. Having lived to-
gether for a month in special circumstances,
and with everyone forming ties that would
otherwise be hard to imagine, it came as a
shock to all when we faced the last day on the
trail. We suddenly realized ‘this is it, the 2012
ride is ending!’ It’s helped to stay in touch and
continue swapping photos and thoughts via
Facebook, especially as we’re a far-flung group
with some people overseas and others far from
California. We also had the great fortune to
meet many extraordinary people on the trail.
Each person had particular local ties and
shared with us their views of the area or mis-
sion. Some were fellow riders who joined us
for a spell on the trail. Others were Native Cal-
ifornians who have special knowledge of their
ancestral homeland, their mission, and their
tribal history. We met scholars, archeologists,
park rangers, mounted search and rescue per-
sonnel, artists, storytellers, mayors, docents,
friars, tribal elders, and descendants of impor-
tant historic figures such as John Muir, Gen-
eral Vallejo, and Toypurina. Everywhere, we
were struck by the hospitality in interest of
local communities. People wanted to share
their stories and views, but also plenty of 

See RIDERS, next page

By Val Blanchette

Asmall but enthusiastic crowd gathered to hear Dr.
Ruben Mendoza talk about the history of the building
of the Mission. He is an archeological expert, and we

learnt a great deal about the methodologies used. The ap-
proach used had come to California from the Moorish tradi-
tions of North Africa that had impregnated the building styles
of Spain and France. These then travelled across the ocean
into Mexico, and from there they moved north into Califor-
nia. Wherever building commenced, the Friars and the in-
digenous people – who did the actual work – adapted their
style to make use of locally available materials. Hence came
the adobe bricks and the glazed tiles, and the Moorish arches. 

Among the visitors attending his talk was Francisca Larios
Hansen, great great granddaughter of Manuel Larios. He lived
in San Juan Bautista in the early days, and his hacienda was
to the right of highway 156 as you drive in from 101 – close
to where you can now see an old barn nestled in the hills.
Manuel Lurios donated some of his land to the city for use as
a graveyard – and that graveyard is still here, near the VFW

hall. Manuel Larios is buried there. Also at the talk was a de-
scendant of General Vallejo. Dr Mendoza shared some insights
into the lesser known aspects of our local history. We saw a
large model of the planned mission buildings – and the model
had quite a story! Back in 1956 one Monsignor Sullivan had
engaged Albert Gutierrez to construct the model. He hired an
interesting group of criminals – who between them had mur-
dered a number of people. They were all classified as crimi-
nally insane. One was a mathematical genius, who figured out
the dimensions of the model. They set to work. When asked
if he had been nervous supplying this motley crew with
‘sharps’ – he said no – he had simply put the paranoid schiz-
ophrenic in charge of the sharps. In true paranoid fashion he
kept track of every tool with great efficiency.

When the model was built, it was exhibited at the State Fair
in San Luis Obispo – where it won the grand prize. Among the
informally clad cowboys and farmers admiring the exhibit was
a stranger in a business suit. He asked many questions about
how the model had been financed, and whether any hours of
”government time” had been used in the construction.  At the

end of his enquiries, he informed them that the model was
legally government property, and that he would have it re-
moved to Sacramento in the morning. Devastated at the
thought of losing the model of the Mission buildings, Albert
gathered his crew to take it apart, and by morning it was on its
way back to San Juan Bautista – where it has resided ever since.

During their archeological investigations, one student came
across an old letter – a rare find. With great joy Dr, Mendoza
had it translated, having visions of showing the letter to school-
children – the letter written so long ago. Unfortunately, when
translated, it turned out to be a letter from the Monsignor de-
fending one of his parishioners who had been accused of
crimes that one generally prefers not to talk about. However –
the letter is still there – and if your Spanish is good – go read
it! A great deal of work has been undertaken in the mission
buildings, and many artifacts restored. One can learn a whole
new aspect of San Juan Bautista history from Dr Mendoza.

If you would like to learn more about the California Mis-
sion Riders you can visit their web site at www.thecaliforni-
amissionride.org/ �

The Mission Riders Spend an Afternoon with Professor Ruben Mendoza

The trek began in mid-August, 2012 and included Hollywood stunt rider Rod Rondeaux, Gwyneth’s daughter
Daisy, cameraman Nuno Sá Pessoa (below), several film interns, and a tiny but capable support staff, including
manager Peter Newfield and publicist, Melissa Spiers.
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By Kanyon Sayers-Roods

History is often presented as a matter of
perspective.  We who are familiar with
San Juan know it as a beautiful home

and historical landmark.
With this month’s column
I share yet another per-
spective: San Juan through
the eyes of a visitor. Stu-
dents of the Native Ameri-
can Studies courses at San
Francisco State University
came to to SJB and Indian
Canyon in early October.
Students’ responses to the
field trip are quoted below.

Breathing in the Sacred Lands and History
By Robyn Ruiz

“The stories of the Native American Indians
have never been told to me until this trip to
San Juan Bautista, and Indian Canyon. The
history of the Natives and how they have con-
stantly been treated inferiorly by the U.S. gov-
ernment were taught to me in Professor Philip
Klasky’s “American Indians and U.S. Laws”
class. It is quite astounding how the Indians
still have to prove their worth over and over
again to the white settlers who invaded their
home lands. Learning the Native history in
Mission San Juan Bautista and hearing the sto-
ries of Ann Marie Sayers in Indian Canyon, the
only Indian land in the Costanoan/Ohlone ter-
ritory, I admire the absolute strength and ded-
ication among the Native Indian peoples.

Mission San Juan Bautista was established
in 1797. One of the most interesting facts
about this Mission was that Padre Esteban
Tapis brought his musical talents here, nick-
naming it “the Mission of Music.” One chapel
dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe was re-
stored in 1997, and masses are
held there every day. Every as-
pect of life was appreciated
equally - animals and plants,
male and female - and that is
what I truly respect about the in-
digenous peoples. It is com-
pletely different to learn about
the places and history as op-
posed to actually going to the sa-
cred places and experiencing
such historical sites, giving me
the great opportunity to learn
the reality behind Indians.

The most sacred place that I
consider to be in the Mission is
the cemetery outside of the
church, containing over 4,300
Christian Native Americans and
European settlers, barricaded by

wooden fences so no one would disturb those
resting souls. As a Catholic, I felt the closest to
God on these sacred lands. This place is still
being restored and preserved, and I hope that

we will continue to
preserve these lands
and their culture.

After the visit to San
Juan Bautista, we went
to Indian Canyon, sev-
eral miles southwest of
Hollister, where I met
Ann Marie Sayers, cur-
rently Tribal Chairper-
son of Indian Canyon
since 1980, and her

daughter, Kanyon Sayers-Roods. What makes
these lands so fascinating to me is that it is
deeply hidden in the mountains. People once
came to hide out, and now come for healing
and renewal. It was very amusing how many
of the people in my class went up to the
canyon and started panicking when there was
no signal on their high-tech phones. It is so
beautiful that these people focus on nothing
but nature and themselves, and that is what
people forget most of the time in this modern
society. The best value of Indian American tra-
dition is family and how they constantly strive
to keep all of them together and informed on
history to pass on the traditions and stories for
generations.

People such as local farmer Howard Harris
and attorney Steve Hirsch of California Indian
Legal Sources fought for their rights. It is truly
nice to know that there are non-Indians out
there who support their culture and rights,
placing themselves in their shoes as they can
only imagine how much suffering they are
going through to fight for the lands that they
were the first to live on. Who has the right to

say that these tribes are or are not “federally
recognized”? The idea behind trying to prove
their heritage is beyond unjust.

Before we left, we participated in one cere-
mony by which we each grabbed a pinch of to-
bacco and threw it in the center fire, promising
to the lands something we would contribute
in respect to nature. Fighting on, I see so much
confidence and courage behind Ann Marie
and Kanyon as they continue to carry on suc-
cessfully. People underestimate the Native
peoples but they need to know their stories be-
fore anything else can be said.”

Exploring Hardships
(Author wished to remain anonymous)
“You don’t know the hardships Native

Americans went through until you’ve visited
a Mission. I went on a field trip with my class
first, to Old Mission San Juan Bautista, then to

Indian Canyon. Today, I’ve learned
that there are many different per-
spectives on the history of Ameri-
can Indians. Before this trip, I have
always thought that these Missions
were made with good intentions.
In primary school, I learned that
missionaries and the natives got
along well and worked together to
build the missions. They intro-
duced each other to new things
like agriculture and religion. When
I arrived to the Old Mission San
Juan Bautista, a pamphlet was
passed out and it told a brief his-
tory about the Mission. There was
a part that talked about how “the
friendly and cooperative indige-
nous people” helped to build an
adobe church and houses, a gran-
ary, and barracks. It was said that

there were activities in the garden like car-
pentry, tanning, weaving, and candle making.
However, from other sources, I’ve heard that
the missionaries treated these indigenous peo-
ple like slaves. Men, women, and children
were forced to do hard labor. There was rape,
abuse, deaths… Mothers even killed their
newborns because they didn’t want their child
to be born into slavery. This is where the In-
dian Canyon comes in. It is currently federally
recognized Indian land, but back then it was a
place where Indians would run to when they
escaped the mission. They were safe there be-
cause it was very hidden and hard to find.
However, I have also heard that living in a Mis-
sion was better than not, because at least the
natives had somewhere to stay. Elsewhere,
they were being driven out of their lands. We
need to be aware that some people want to
hide the negatives and sugarcoat it for us,
while others may be exaggerating about how
bad the missionaries were. One day, I would
like to understand why settlers were so hostile
to the natives. Why were promises and treaties
broken? Why couldn’t they coexist? I’ve
learned a lot today, but there is so much more
about Indians for me to explore.”

So in all of this, it comes down to being a
matter of perspective. And I am glad you’ve
taken the time to take a moment and see
through another lens.

Now, I’d like to ask a favor of you - If you
have any questions for me, for natives, to
learn... my next month’s column will be titled
“Ask A Native.” So right now I am asking you
to ask any lingering questions that maybe
you’ve not had the opportunity to ask.

Please email me at Ask.a.n8v@gmail.com
with your questions. And please let me know if
you would like to be cited or or anonymous. �

Native
Voice
By Kanyon
Sayers-Roods

SFSU Students Field Trip Through San Juan Bautista

Riders
Continued from previous page
meals, coffee, donuts, and tortillas, not to men-
tion the odd bale of hay or bag of carrots for
the horses. We look forward to staying in touch
with many of the folks we met on the trail.
Some of them plan to join us for events in
2013, and it will be a pleasure for the team to
spend time with them again.”

Did making the trek give you any unex-
pected insights?

“One thing I came to appreciate profoundly
is how a single place can mean such different
things to different people depending on their
backgrounds and on what matters most to
them. For example, at Mission San Juan
Bautista, there was Professor Rubén Mendoza.
He studies the mission as an archeologist, and
is also its curator, so his relationship to the
mission, which began when he was a 4th-
grader on a field trip, is quite particular. On the
same day, we were joined by members of the
Mission Band of Gabrieleño Indians from
Southern California. For them, the mission is a
powerfully personal place, for their famous an-

cestor, the Mission Era rebel warrioress and
shaman Toypurina, is buried in what is now a
garden area inside the mission compound.
They held a ceremony commemorating Toy-
purina, and some of Toypurina’s direct de-
scendants from the San Juan area also present.
Others view the mission mainly through the
legacy of Hitchcock’s film Vertigo, partly shot
there. Some on our team were interested in the
ghost stories tied to the mission, and visited
the church at night to look for evidence of
haunting spirits. Plus we rode into the mission
with a local rancher and grower, Diane Cooley.
For her, the mission and its history is part of
her family’s story about life and land in the re-
gion. The multi-faceted world of the mission
was also richly expressed in Canción de San
Juan: Oratorio for a Mission Town, which
played at El Teatro Campesino while we were
there. Over and over, we encountered this lay-
ered quality of so many distinct stories about
and relationships to each mission. I think this
diversity of views is harder to appreciate when
you visit a mission on your own, or with your
family or school group. The ride made us ap-
preciate the missions from more than one or

two perspectives. Another insight: With all the
diverse takes on each mission, one often hears
wildly different things about them. One per-
son may say, for example, that the missions
were like concentration camps where Indians
were tortured and murdered. Another may say
that the missions actually saved lives, and of-
fered Indians a relatively gentle form of first
European contact. A lot of views about the
missions as they were during the Mission Era,
and as they influenced California since then,
crystallize around Father Junipero Serra; some
view him as a negative figure, others as a saint.
The ride gave me a strong appreciation for the
need for facts to be established about the Mis-
sion Era, facts that can be confirmed beyond
doubt, and accepted by people with many dif-
ferent kinds of ties to the missions and their
history. It’s one thing to have a personal view
of or reaction to the past, but there is also a
need for truths. Saying something doesn’t
make it true. So this is a challenging aspect of
the missions’ legacies. I think we need to en-
courage ongoing searches for truth, and at the
same time embrace the fact that there will also
be highly diverse interpretations of truths

about each mission, as well as the mission
chain in general.”

*In writing this article, Gwyneth, Leslie and
I had some discussion about the best way to
characterize the conversion of the Native
Americans to Catholicism. When I first wrote
the article, I used the term, “forced conver-
sion.” Leslie suggested that acceptable ways to
describe the conversion are continually shift-
ing: “…following years of ignoring disturbing
aspects of colonialization some people have
come to think best is to ‘correct’ this take by
presenting the Christianization of Native Peo-
ples as a choice-free process and a traumatic
one at that. But the truth is again more com-
plicated, with some leading authorities on the
subject currently adopting the phrase of Ran-
dall Milliken to say that it was ‘a time of little
choice.’ That said, Native Californians were
capable of converting willingly, and some
would be offended at the idea that their an-
cestors may not have chosen to adopt Catholi-
cism. In any case, as with all matters about
mission history, there are many compelling
views on either side of the issue, and lots of
strong emotions on both sides as well.” �



THE 7th ANNUAL SAN JUAN BAUTISTA 
HOLIDAY of LIGHTS PARADE

Mark your calendars for 
Friday, December 1st at 5:30 p.m. on 3rd Street!

The 7th Annual San Juan Bautista Holiday of Lights Parade will once again be spon-
sored by the Rotary Club of San Juan Bautista. 

As in the past, those attending will enjoy
holiday floats, marching bands, and horses

on parade. This fun-filled event features
Santa Claus, who will joyfully welcome

children and grandchildren to share each
holiday wish. Parents and grandparents,

please bring your cameras. You will enjoy the
pictures you take for years to come.

Applications are now being accepted for
those who would like to be a participant
in the parade. Deadline for application

submittal: Friday, November 23rd.

To receive an application and/or for more information, 
use the form printed at the left or please contact:

Andy Moore at 831-334-3130/andymoorerealitor@aol.com or 
Donna Holmes at 831-623-1168/donnaholmes424@gmail.com. 

The Rotary Club of San Juan Bautista looks forward to greeting you with holiday
goodwill at the Holiday of Lights Parade.

City of Council – San Juan Bautista
Rick Edge
I came to San

Benito County
when I was 21 to
take a position at
the Free Lance as a
reporter. My con-
nection with San
Juan Bautista began
about the same time
when I got a week-
end job as a bar-
tender at the Brass
Lantern, later the Cutting Horse. I’ve always
loved San Juan and moved here to live a little
over 20 years ago. My wife, Mary, who was
born and raised in Hollister, has been work-
ing for Old Mission San Juan Bautista for over
10 years.

Being a newspaper reporter was a lesson in
local government as I covered most of the
public meetings in the area, including the
San Benito County Board of Supervisors, Hol-
lister City Council, both city and county plan-
ning commissions, Hollister and San Benito
High School Boards, Gavilan College Board
of Trustees, and the San Benito County Water
Conservation and Flood Control District
which handled the project to import San Luis
Dam water to San Benito County. I left the
Free Lance to be a police officer in Hollister,
later earning the rank of sergeant. During part
of my 10 years in law enforcement our City
Manager, Roger Grimsley, was the city man-
ager in Hollister.

I served on the Tres Pinos School Board
and the Sacred Heart School Board while our
sons were in school. I currently serve on the
Mission Finance Council and the Mission
Liturgy Board. 

In the late ‘90s I was appointed to the San
Juan Planning Commission and served there
for 9 years before applying for a vacancy on
the City Council when the very popular Dan
Reed passed away. I served the two years left
on his term then I was elected to a four year
term on the council.

In my 15 years with San Juan city govern-
ment I’ve seen a lot of changes. In spite of our
difficulties and lack of finances, we are doing
more with less than we ever have. It seems
like every council meeting our treasurer’s re-
port shows income over projections in some
categories and expenditures under budget in
others. We have a balanced budget, unlike
many other communities in these difficult
economic times. Our many challenges are
being dealt with and progress is being made.

I don’t consider serving on the City Coun-
cil a political position. Instead I view serving
on the city council as public service. I hope to
be able to continue serving the citizens of San
Juan Bautista.

Maggie Bilich
This message is from Maggie Bilich your

Council member for
the last four years. I
am running again
for the same office
on November 6th,
2012. Please place
your confidence in
me again by voting
for me.

Below is a short
summary of things I
have accomplished
since being elected. If you have any ques-
tions, please call me. I am in the phone
book.

I was a director of COG, the organization
responsible for any type of transportation in
the county, highways, airports, County Tran-
sit. Jovenes de Antano (transport for elderly
and disabled and railroads.

I have been on the Social Services Advi-
sory Board for COG for all four years advis-
ing the directors of COG on schedule and
rate changes as well as highway changes as
the widening and safety changes made to
highway 25 from Gilroy to Hollister,

I voted to have a bicycle path constructed
from San Juan Bautista to Anzar High
School, and assured that San Juan Bautista
would receive any unused asphalt to repair
our streets.

As a director of the Bay Area Pollution
Control District:

I got an electric car charging unit at Abbe
Park.

I determined the covered bus stop at Abbe
park was built for the city not just for use by
the elementary school buses and spoke with
the superintendent the city and elementary
school are sharing it, soon we will also have
walls on it to protect from the rain and the
flyballs.

I had a tennis court moved from the Luck
Library Park to the elementary school en-
abling  adults and school children to have
tennis lessons. I am currently performing a
weekly watch on the farmers market to as-
sure there is no duplication of San Juans
businesses and that the vendors have ap-
propriate permits.

I will be helping Officer Rich Brown with
Neighborhood watch not only as a neigh-
borhood watch person but as a representa-
tive council member. I am very proud to be
a member of this council, together we have
achieved many things, including trying to
reduce the debt of the city.

Please vote for me so I can continue to
achieve things for the people of San Juan
Bautista. It is what I do best, Thank You,
Maggie Bilich.

See CANDIDATES, next page

Local Candidate Statements 
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Robert Lund
Hello, my name

is Robert Lund and
I am running for
San Juan Bautista
City Council.  If I
am elected to city
council, my main
goal is to find a way
to finish our water
project.  I feel that
by working with
other cities that
have similar water projects and discussing
their successful strategies, we may locate
grants or other funding to help our city reach
its maximum potential.  I know we have a
long road ahead of us, and with my new en-
ergy and innovative ideas, I will add a posi-
tive force to the council. 

Speaking as a San Juan Bautista Volunteer
Firefighter for the past seven years, I have
been fortunate to be involved in the forma-
tion of the San Juan Bautista Firefighter’s As-
sociation, sitting on the board and being
instrumental in expanding the department.
This non-profit association headed by Fire
Chief Jon Fox and his wife firefighter Deb
Fox, has successfully raised money to im-
plement a large animal rescue program and
allow for extended firefighter training, alle-
viating any additional financial burden to
the city.   

I am particularly interested in increasing
public safety in our town.  Recently there
has been an increase in reported theft and
violence in our city.  I will be with working
the sheriff ’s department to find creative
ways to increase our patrols, and encourage
involvement in our local Neighborhood
Watch program.  To maintain our reputation
as a historic and beautiful Mission city, we
need to increase our support of local busi-
ness as they provide us a return in revenue
and tourist draw.  

I am always open to new ideas, and will-
ing to entertain any thoughts you may have
that will help enliven our great city.  I hope
you will vote for me on November 6th,
knowing it is my intention and commitment
to provide you with 110 percent of my en-
ergy as your new city council member.
Thank you for your support! 

Aromas-San Juan Unified SD
Jose Flores
We moved to San Juan Bautista in 2005 to

raise our two children. We love the commu-
nity atmosphere that San Juan Bautista/Aro-
mas provides our family and its strong
commitment to children. I have been active
in my children’s education by volunteering
at their school and serving on committees. I
have coached little league baseball and soc-
cer teams. 

My career has involved protecting the
safety of children and building a stronger
community. I served six years investigating
allegations of abuse and neglect of children.
Currently, I protect community safety as a
Juvenile Probation Officer. Serving children
and the community is a family affair. My
wife is a teacher with the Aromas/San Juan
School District. I was shocked to learn that
one of our schools has been identified as a
“failing/underperforming school.” There is a
lot of work to be accomplished, and while it
is imperative that test scores improve, I be-
lieve our schools should develop critical
thinkers rather than “teach to the test”. I be-
lieve quality schools are the result of the col-
laboration of parents, school staff,
administrators, and board members. Please
join me in improving our schools so that our
children have a bright future.

Jennifer Colby
Electing three local school board members

is an important part of the November ballot.
I am trustee candidate Jennifer Colby. I am
committed to public education and I believe
my experience will be of value to our local
school district, I have lived in Aromas for 24
years; with husband Mark, and raised two
daughters (each a college graduate). I have
been an active part of the local community,
running a business in San Juan Bautista for
20 years while pursuing a career as an Arts
educator and Service Learning educator in-
cluding 12 years as faculty at California

State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
where I prepare future teachers. I believe
that experience counts when looking for
strong leadership in serving our communi-
ties. I am a member or served locally in the
following capacities; San Benito County
Chamber of Commerce, ASJ Community
Schools Foundation Board, Creative Econ-
omy Taskforce of Monterey County, Anzar
and Aromas School Site Councils, Aromas
English Language Learner Advisory Com-
mittee, Parent Education Specialist for four
years at Aromas School and grant writer for
the ASJUSD District. I have skills in fiscal
management and strategic planning and I
am working to support the passage of propo-
sition 30 so that our state can support edu-
cation, a driving force for our economy.

I am ready to serve the local school dis-
trict with the skills and knowledge gained
from my combined experience in work,
community service and my education
through the doctoral level that can be ap-
plied to solve concerns of parents, students,
teachers, administration and the San
Juan/Aromas communities.

Monica Martinez-Guaracha
I believe a school board trustee must rep-

resent the school district community equally
and without bias. This requires creating an
expectation of clear communication be-
tween the district and parents, as well as
others in the community. I have the insight,
communication skills and, most impor-
tantly, the desire to help families understand
how and why the board makes decisions. If
elected, I will remain dedicated to keeping
the public informed. 

Board decisions affect too many lives in
our district for board members to accept
spoon-fed information. I ask hard questions,
and I do my homework. As a tax preparer, I
am not intimidated by numbers. I study
budgets and I understand the frustration at
the lack of funding in some areas and the
need to prioritize. I’ve seen the direct reper-
cussions when programs are cut or inade-
quately funded. Cutting programs does not
eliminate the needs of students and their
families. Alternatives have to be found.

I know the importance of community
service. As a perennial classroom volunteer,
six-year member and former chairperson of
the School Site Council, founding member
of the San Juan Dual Immersion Parent
Group, and a dedicated Scout mom, I know
Aromas and San Juan are communities
where children come first. I am committed
to the spirit of giving back to the community
and strive to pass that feeling on to my chil-
dren.

I believe an effective school board is one
that can work together for the benefit of all
children. Together we can provide strong
oversight and administration of the district
to ensure a high-quality education for our
students that embraces our community’s
values.  

Mike A. Perez
I am running for re-election to the Aro-

mas-San Juan School Board. If re-elected, I
will continue to work with all district stake-
holders to exceed our goals in academics, to
promote a safe learning environment and to
sustain fiscal solvency.

During my tenure on the board, I have ex-
perienced firsthand the repercussions of
past bad financial decisions. The board
avoided a State takeover by developing a
balanced budget with a solid reserve for the
next three years. I have personally worked
with the Finance Director and Superinten-
dent in analyzing and making improve-
ments to the budget. Our schools’ State test
scores have improved tremendously over
the past three years. As a board member, I
have worked to promote the use of class-
room technology to assist and benefit in-
struction. These tools have helped our hard
working staff in the education and success
of our children. I look forward to working in
a collaborative way with staff, parents, com-
munity, board trustees and the Superinten-
dent to achieve success for my children and
all the children in our district.

San Benito Health Care District
Nazhat Parveen Sharma
Physician / incumbent 
I have lived and practiced medicine in

San Benito County for the past 22 years after

serving as a Major in the US Army Medical
Corps. My practice of Ophthalmology serves
all members of the community. As your local
eye physician, I understand your need for
high quality, affordable health care. You pre-
viously elected me to serve as a Director of
the San Benito Health Care District Board,
from 1998 to 2002 and 2008 to 2012. I fully
understand the complexities of efficiently
running our local hospital. My experience
includes a lifetime of leadership in volun-
tary programs to provide help in healthcare
to those that need it most.

I have volunteered on the San Benito
County Medi-Cal Task Force, American Red
Cross. San Benito Chapter LULAC, San Ben-
ito Colon Cancer Screening Initiative pro-
vided tatool laser removal, helping gang
members leave their gang history. I currently
serve on the San Benito County Medical As-
sociates Board. Facilitating insurance nego-
tiations, as treasurer providing financial
oversight.

I would be honored to have your support
and vote, granting me the privilege of serv-
ing you on the Board of Directors of Hazel
Hawking Hospital, to continue providing
leadership, shared vision and professional
guidance unique to my education and expe-
rience as a physician.

Jim West
Construction materials supplier
I have a B.A. degree from CSULB and have

done post graduate studies
in Business Administration.
I was honorably discharged
after my service with the
U.S. Marines Corps. 

I have been actively in-
volved with Hazel Hawkins
Hospital for many years,
serving two 3-year terms on
the hospital’s foundation
board; serving on the Meas-
ure “L” Campaign Commit-
tee and currently serving on
the hospital’s Measure “L”
Bond Oversight Committee.
I understand the impor-
tance of quality health care.

As a local business
leader, I have the background to help our
health care district meet their financial dif-
ficulties, during these tough economic
times.

I serve on the SB County Parks and Recre-
ation Commission and the United Way
Board. I have demonstrated the personal
commitment needed to get things done. I ask
for your vote this elections period.

Gordon A. Machado
Incumbent
I have the privilege of being born at the

old Hazel Hawkins Hospital, which use to
be located on Monterey Street. I have been
in business, successfully, for the last 40
years, running three different businesses in
Hollister as a sole proprietor.

I am proud to be part of the leadership
that has changed Hazel Hawkins Hospital
into what it is today. Included in those
changes are the Mabie Skilled Nursing Cen-
ter, the Surgical Center, the support build-
ing, the emergency facility and by the end of
2012 the Women’s Center.

I have served on different committees,
councils and commissions, within our com-
munity and have always pledged to do my
homework prior to making a decision. I be-
lieve my business background is an asset to
this board, which is involved in an annual
multi-million dollar budget.

My commitment will always be to provide
the best healthcare possible for you and our
community.

Aromas Water District
Wayne Holman
Incumbent: Occupation: General Building

and Engineering Contractor
I have been on the Aromas Water District

board for four years, serving as President
and Vice-President. As Board Director, I help
insure a safe and reliable water supply that
sustains our families, our way of life and our
property values. Many of you know me be-
cause I have lived here for over 40 years. I
have worked here and raised my family here
and am an active member of the Aromas
Community Grange. Aromas Eagles and

Aromas Community Center Foundation.
I am proud to report the District has main-

tained excellent health and safety records
and is actively engaged in solving long term
needs. We are improving the aging infra-
structure; new tanks increased our emer-
gency supply and we recently replaced one
of our main producing water wells. These
projects have occurred under my watch; I
continue to be a frugal spender of our lim-
ited reserves.

Please vote for my re-election to help con-
tinue strong leadership of your community
water system.  I look forward to future chal-
lenges; I will continue to listen to the needs
and concerns of our members, provide clean
drinking water and continue to safeguard
the assets of our District.

K. Wayne Norton
Occupation: Long-term Care Ombudsman
There are large issues facing the Aromas

Water District. Our water supply is being
threatened by environmental, political and
commercial challenges. Strong, effective
leadership will be necessary to protect our
water and to ensure its availability for the
future. AWD needs board members who
have the ability to understand the complex
issues facing the district and the determina-
tion to protect the community’s right to
manage our own resources. 

I moved to Aromas in 1985. In that time I
have served our community in a variety of

leadership positions. My qualifications in-
clude: contributor to Aromas Cares about
our environment (ACE), President of the
Aromas Eagles, President of San Juan
Bautista Rotary Club, founding director of
the Aromas Community Center Foundation,
Vice President of the Aromas Service Club,
Site Manager at Anzar High School. 

Vote for me as an AWD Director and I will
be a staunch advocate for policies that en-
sure good stewardship of our most precious
resource.

Gavilan Joint Community 
College District
Rochelle Arellano
Rochelle is a resident of Gilroy for more

than 25 years, endorsed by Congressman
Mike Honda, DAWN, Democratic Central
Committee, COPE, South County Demo-
cratic Club, Voz de La Gente, Assembly
Member Luis Alejo, Founding Family of
Latino Family Fund of Gilroy.

“I have always had a passion for excel-
lence in Education, and over the years I have
served the academic community directly as
a member of a school site council, parent
club, student-service organization, or indi-
rectly through philanthropy and support of
philanthropic organizations whose aim is to
provide scholarships to benefit local stu-
dents. 

My daughters attended Gavilan College
their last years in high school as part of their
academic enrichment. The college served as
an academic resource for them, and for my
nieces and nephews who followed them. It
was a part of my family’s path to a four-year
college, and it is with pride that I seek to
serve the college as one of its board mem-
bers.”

PRIORITIES FOR GAVILAN : GO SOLAR,
Gilroy! Make solar feasible, by finding the
very best that companies within the indus-
try have to offer and converting the campus.
Insure campus safety and full accessibility
for students with special needs. Increase en-
dowment & financial support in the com-
munities that Gavilan serves. “CHANGE
MORE THAN MINDS—CHANGE LIVES.” �
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AROMAS BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor Kevin Stottrup.
Services: 10:00 a.m. Sundays.  
(831) 726-2850

OLD MISSION SAN JUAN BAUTISTA
Pastor Administrator: Fr. Jim Henry
Schedule of masses:

Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 p.m. English
Sunday- “English” 8:30 am & 10:00 am
Sunday “Spanish” 12:00 Noon  
406 Second Street adjacent to 
State Historic Park.  
(831) 623-2127   
http://www.oldmissionsjb.org

GLAD TIDINGS CHURCH
Pastor John Amelio.
Services: 10:30 a.m. Sundays, and
7:30 p.m. Wednesday evenings.  
499 Third Street at Muckelemi.  
(831) 623-4152 

Local Church Directory for San Juan Bautista/Aromas

Book your 
tee time from 
your smart phone!

SCAN THIS 
QR CODE WITH
YOUR PHONE AND YOUR
NEXT TEE TIME IS JUST A
COUPLE OF CLICKS AWAY!

TENNIS IN SAN JUAN
SAN JUAN SCHOOL 

TENNIS COURTS
100 Nyland Drive

Tennis Courts Open to Public  
Weekdays: 3:30-Dusk
Weekends:  7:00-Dusk

New Backboard
Come out and practice your 

tennis strokes!

Huge thanks to Jerry Lewis and Dan Lewis
for installing the backboard for us.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Thanksgiving Celebration
Saturday, November 17th

9:00-10:00
Adult tennis clinic and Instruction

$10 Donation
10:00-11:30

Jr. Tennis 14 yrs & under-Tennis instruction, fun & Games
$2 Donation

Limited space: Signup with Jennifer 408-406-7998

Family Fitness Fun-Cross training for all sports
1 mile morning run

Every Tuesday morning 6:30am
Meet at Vertigo Coffee

More info: Jennifer at 408 406-7998

SAN JUAN-AROMAS TENNIS
PO BOX 619 SAN JUAN BAUTISTA, CA  95045

WWW.SANJUAN-AROMASTENNIS.COM

John Hopper at ‘Anthony’s’ in Seattle, Washington. BBQ Oysters,
please! �

Where is the Star?
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to Upcoming Events
November 2-4 – El Teatro Campesino: Dia
de los Muertos
Join El Teatro in a celebration to commemo-
rate the dearly departed! El Teatro
Campesino presents Esperanza del Valle &
Calpulli Itzpapalotl, Gallery of traditional
and artistic altars / ofrendas in our Play-
house. For more information go to the offi-
cial website for El Teatro Campesino or call
(831) 623-2444.

November 3 – Living History Days
11am to 4pm. Step back to the early days of
San Juan. Meet mountain men, Civil War
soldiers, Victorian ladies, and more. Enjoy
craft and cooking demonstrations. Enjoy an
old-fashioned soda in the historic Plaza
Hotel Saloon. See historic horse-drawn ve-
hicles inside the Plaza Stables and Victo-
rian furnishings in the Plaza Hotel and
Zanetta family home.

November 7 – Veteran’s Day at Aromas
School
Aromas School is hosting a major commu-
nity event on Wednesday, November 7 at
9am in the gym. Veterans for miles around
will be in attendance; students will be per-
forming. Teachers, students, parents, school
board members, and distinguished guests
will be attending. Among them: Monterey
County Supervisor Louis Calcagno, San
Benito County Supervisor Anthony
Botelho, San Benito County Superintendent
of Schools, Mike Sanchez, Aromas-San
Juan District Superintendent Willard Mc-
Cabe

November 10 – Geology of Wines Bus Tour
& Drive-Through 
BBQ Dinner
10am - 3:30pm. Join us for a San Benito
County Wine Tour adventure! Tour starts in
downtown San Juan Bautista at TOPS A
Rock Shop, beginning with an optional 45

minute leisurely walking tour of the San
Andreas Fault at 9:00am, led by Geologist
“Fossil” Phil Stoffer. Bus departs for the
wineries at 10:00am. We will visit 3 - 4
wineries, (including a mystery stop) located
on or near the earthquake fault systems in-
cluding Leal Vineyards; Calera Wine Co., &
DeRose Vineyards. Tour includes local his-
tory and discussions about geology, geogra-
phy & topography of the region lasting 4 to
5 hours. Tour bus accommodates 19 guests
with two guides. Please wear comfortable
shoes, light walking is included. Wheel-
chair guests can be accommodated.

Boy Scout Troop #428 is having a Drive-
through BBQ dinner at VFW Post #6359
from 4pm to 7pm. Pre-sale only, please buy
your tickets from your local boy scout or
from Bear’s Hideaway.

November 12 – Neighborhood Watch
Deputy Rich Brown re-launches Neighbor-
hood Watch Program. First Meeting Mon-
day, November 12, at 6pm at the Sheriff ’s
Field Office - San Juan School.

November 23 – December 16 
El Teatro Campesino: La Virgen 
Del Tepeyac
A treasured holiday presentation in the Old
Mission San Juan Bautista of perennial fa-
vorite ”La Virgen del Tepeyac” in a very
special production directed by ETC Found-
ing Artistic Director Luis Valdez. This
beloved bi-annual production brings to life
the story of Our Lady of Guadalupe and her
miraculous appearances to Juan Diego fea-
turing live music, traditional song, and
Aztec dance. “La Virgen Del Tepeyac” will
begin the day after Thanksgiving and run
for four consecutive week-ends. For infor-
mation and tickets, call (831) 623-4441 or
visit our website. �

Downtown San Juan Bautista



The San Juan
Oaks Buzz
By Manny Freitas
Director of Golf San Juan Oaks Golf Club

San Juan Oaks is in excellent condition as
we just finished playing host to for Stage
One Qualifying School for the PGA Tour.

Participants traveled from all over the country
& the world, including Australia and South
Korea, to try and qualify for the PGA Tour in
2013. The medalist for the week-long event
was Meen Whee Kim from South Korea with a
score of twenty under par for over the four
days. Whee Kim shot rounds of 66, 66, 69 &
67. The top 19 players plus ties made it
through to stage two with was a score of ten
under par or better. All the participants’ who
qualified at San Juan Oaks will now move on
to Stage Two, which will be held at six differ-
ent venues across the United States. You can

follow Q-School on www.pgatour.com/qschool.
Players had nothing but great comments to
share with us about the condition of the golf
course. Our Golf Course Superintendent Brad
Langley and Assistant Superintendent Mark
Freitas and the rest of the staff did another
great job getting the course ready for the PGA
Tour. Representatives from the PGA Tour raved
about the course and said they are already
looking forward to partnering up with us again
in 2013. If you would like to play the same
course as the professionals, I encourage you to
head out to San Juan Oaks in November. 

New Twilight Times 
New Twilight hours will begin at San Juan

Oaks on November 4th. Our twilight start time
will now be 12:00pm and the super twilight
moves to 1:30pm. Our green fees drop to
$35.00 during the week at 12:00pm and
$45.00 on the weekend and at 1:30pm the rate
gets even lower at $25.00 weekdays and
$35.00 weekends. Cart fee is not included in
the above rates. Come out and enjoy some fall
time golf in the afternoon.

Hole in one
Congratulations to Spencer Gonzales for

carding his second hole in one at San Juan
Oaks this year. This one came on the tough
number six hole on Friday, October 19th. He
knocked it in from the white tees to a blue flag
which was playing at 175 yards.

Golf Tip
I recently gave a green side bunker clinic to

the Hollister High School Girls golf team and
one of the things we worked on was getting the
ball up with the ability to land on the green
softly. A common mis-conception when hit-
ting out of a bunker is that you make contact
with the ball by trying to “clip it”. The proper
way to hit of a bunker is to not actually strike
the ball at all but to try and throw the sand out.
There is no contact between the club head and
the golf ball but actually only sand between

the ball and club head which is pushing the
ball upwards and out. The ball will always fol-
low the sand, so open the club face up as
much as possible to create more bounce and
add some loft. By doing this it will help pro-
mote getting the ball up and out of the bunker.
When you practice, you can try manipulating
the club face in different directions. What you
will begin to notice is that the ball will always
follow the direction of the sand. You will also
notice that the more sand you try to throw out
of the bunker the easier it will be to get the ball
out of that bunker. If you need more help hit-
ting out of bunkers give us a call at San Juan
Oaks to set up some coaching!

Thank you for reading this month and re-
member the worst day on the golf course al-
ways beats the best day at the office! �
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Thank You to the 
following people who 

donated to our October
23rd Candidate’s forum.

Jim Gibson—Windmill Market
Dmitri Freidman—Vertigo Coffee

Mike Botelho—PA System

We appreciate your willingness to 
serve the community.

By Val Blanchette

The chances are high that you know
somebody who suffers from Multiple
Sclerosis (MS). There are over

400,000 individuals with MS in the United
States. This is a degenerative neuromuscu-
lar disease, and as it progresses the patient
becomes less and less capable of the ordi-
nary functions of life.

We are fortunate in this area that there is
significant help available for such individ-
uals from the Multiple Sclerosis Quality of
Life program. (MSQL). This was started by
a small group of individuals, and has
grown to serve San Benito, Monterey and
Santa Cruz counties. I met with Gene Har-
ter, one of the founders, to learn more
about their 

The other founders are:-
Ron Grubman JD
Gerard Lehrer MD 
Lotte Marcus PhD 
Cynthia Nelson 
This remarkable group founded an or-

ganization that makes a major difference in
the quality of life of those suffering from
MS. When they started, their first thought
was to try to find funding for a residence
for clients; however, before deciding what
was needed, they were brilliant enough to
ask the MS patients what it was that they
wanted. The number one priority was to
stay in their own homes. So the MSQL pro-
gram concentrates on enabling this. They
now provide a array of services to those
with MS: these include case management,
support services and Educational events.

When a new client wishes to join the
program, MSQLP personnel first make a
prolonged visit to the home to assess the
needs of this particular individual. They
make sure that the individual is receiving
appropriate care, and that they are aware
of the resources available through
Medicare and other programs. They assist
is the choice of a physician – one who ac-
cepts Medicare. They help them to apply
for disability. They have an attorney who
will assist in this process. The process can
take months – and their attorney will wait
for payment until the disability check
comes through.

When needed they find a caregiver, and
they link the individual up with those great
volunteers who undertake odd jobs around
the house – even including painting when

needed. When a ramp is needed so that the
patient can drive a wheelchair in and out
of the house, the MSQLP arranges for a
ramp to be donated – failing that, they will
build a ramp. There is also a psychologist
available.

This may sound like a simple list – but
can you imagine the individuals, diag-
nosed with MS, trying to find all these re-
sources for themselves?

I asked what tasks were undertaken by
caretakers: there are many, but one that fas-
cinated me was assistance with getting in
and out of bed. The caretaker comes at bed-
time and again in the morning. What a pic-
ture this brings to mind – there you are in
bed and there you stay until the caretaker
comes back in the morning!

Exercise is a major issue, and exercise in
water is ideal. The MSLQ has organized
water exercise classes in Monterey at the
Monterey Sports Center – for those able to
get there.

The growth of this program is amazing.
In 2010 they made 1,292 house visits, and
fielded 22,272 calls from clients with MS
or about clients.

The major source of funding for the
MSQLP is grants – and the social worker
writes the grant applications. In a good
year they received $300,000 to $400,000 –
and had a staff of six full time employees.
But the grants, like so much in this econ-
omy, have dried up and far less was
granted this past year. Some free assistance
is provided by student interns. Two events
are planned each year to raise funds. One is
the “Walk and Roll”, held at a park in Mon-
terey. Donations come from such sources
as Pharmaceutical Companies and Physi-
cal Therapy organizations. The second is a
theatre event. Next years theatre project is
called “Purses” – they are collecting purses
owned by famous people that will be auc-
tioned off at the event. Their aim is one
hundred purses!

I urge you to put anyone suffering from
MS in touch with the MSQLP program –
and I also urge you to support the program
with a financial contribution if possible.
This is a remarkable organization here in
our county! Their phone number is 831
333 9091. Contributions should be sent to
; MS Quality of life program, 5198 Hartnell
St., Monterey, CA 93940. �

The Multiple Sclerosis 
Quality of Life Program
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Ken Weatherly
Janine Sanchez
Tom Sanchez
SJB Fire Dept
Sparky the Fire Dog
Kathy Corya
Dennis Donnelly
Pat Ward
San Juan Collectibles
Barbara Franco
Michael Von Yerzy
RPM Productions
Chief John Fox
Mary Lacey Gibson
Marianne Steeger
Earthbound Farms
Wendy Tyler
Ida Pisano
Grace Nutter
Paula Serna
Al Casteneda 
Dona Esther's
Jim Gibson
Windmill Market
Leticia Clay
Santa Barbara Bank and Trust
Patricia Bains 
Casey Marquez
Mrs. B's Z-Place
John Lavagnino
Mark Lavagnino
Lisa Lavagnino
Island Farms - HWY 129
Diane Hampton
Jesse Hampton
San Juan Bakery
Mary Ellen Carrillo
Kaitlin Wilkerson
Beto Gloria
Jan Mingus
Maryanne
Bluebird Antiques
Debbie Hernandez
Abby Ramirez
Treasure Chest SJB
Sandra Arreche
Casa de Colores
Richard Ponce
Better 1/2 Antiques
Emily Renzel
Old Adobe Antiques
Valerie Eglund
Anthony Botelho
BP Fruit
Jim West

Native Daughers SJ Parlor 179
Trinie Martin
TTK Thrift Store
Sandy Lewis 
Jerry Lewis
Greg Ojeda
Angela Firpo
Chris Firpo
Grace Nutter
Garreth Greg
Cal Power
SJB City Council
Roger Grimsley
Public Works SJB
Anne Caetano
Kim Bautista
Ashlee Hill
Halina Kleinsmith
Bruce Kleinsmith
Fool's Gold Antiques
Dave Avalos
Lydia Avalos
Paula Serna
Jesse Avila
Kashmeri Bhatia
K & K Valero 
Couch Distributing 
7Up Bottling Co.
Dawn Food Products Inc.
Nikki Tuft
Ramona Hill
Debbie Taylor
Naomi Medina
Katie Cullum 
Margot Tankersly
Lori Elder
Emily Miller
Girl Scouts Monterey Bay
Kim Johnson
Boy Scouts of America Troop 428
Vina Statua
Juliaine Booten
Aggie's Porch
Janine Sanchez
Tom Sanchez
Bob Quaid
Asinette Quaid
Don Ponzini
Sandy Ponzini
Bernadine Belaski McGee
Ruby Hill
Ron Paulk
Boykin Sellers
Cindy Tatro
Sherrif Ron Brown
Guetemala Boutique

Dennis Holthouse
April 1, 1941 - October 9, 2012

Following a long illness, Dennis Holthouse left this world to
meet his Lord on October 9, 2012. Twenty-nine years ago Dennis
returned to San Juan Bautista after a liver transplant in Pitts-
burgh, PA. He is pictured shortly after he received the Gift of Life
in July 24, 1984. He lived to see his children graduate high school
and college, walk his daughter down the aisle, and spent 15 years
knowing and loving his granddaughter. Dennis is survived by his
wife of 51 years, Bev, of Lincoln, CA, his son, Rick Holthouse
(Rob Anderson) San Francisco, his daughter, Robin Dierksen
(Brian Dierksen) and granddaughter, Sierra Dierksen, of Rocklin,
California. He is also survived by brothers Ken and Craig Holt-
house of San Juan Bautista, and Bruce and Brian Holthouse of Hollister. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Renee and Armand Bud Holthouse, his brother, Richard Kevin, and sis-
ter, Jeanne Mary. Dennis was affiliated with the Elks lodge, and Benito County Cattlemen's As-
sociation, Sacred Heart School Board of Directors and Palma High School Parents Board. He was
a 4 H leader and a member of the 4 H Council. Dennis was also involved in the San Benito
County Board of Realtors. He competed many years in the county Saddle Horse show in rop-
ing and riding events and was most proud of winning a buckle riding bulls. In his later years,
Dennis enjoyed attending his granddaughter's many sports activities in particular volleyball
competitions. Memorial services will be held Friday October 19th at 10:00 a.m. at Immaculate
Conception Church in Tres Pinos. CA conducted by Fr. Larry Kambitsch, with a reception fol-
lowing at St. Francis Retreat Center in San Juan Bautista. �

William G. Cagney
1912 - 2012

"Bill" passed in his Carmel home on Tuesday October 9th, after
enjoying more than 8 months at age 100. Ever the fascinating con-
versationalist, he was able to engage with some of his dearest long
term friends who visited him there during his last 2 months.Bill
was born in Hollister, California on February 11th 1912, the son
of Grace and Clarence Cagney. He was preceded in death by his
sisters Helen Smith and Claire Berglin, and his brother Clarence
"Bud" Cagney.His education included graduation from St. Mary's
College, Moraga in 1933 and a Master’s Degree from University of
Southern California, Los Angeles in 1937. There was also gradu-
ate work at University of California Berkeley and Stanford Uni-
versity. He served his country in the US Army. He was Active
Duty during WWII, Reserve duty for 22 years, and then retired Lt. Colonel. He taught school
back in his home town of Hollister and was Superintendent of Schools, San Benito County for
6 terms. His third career was selling real estate with his good friend Henry Peterson in his Hol-
lister office 1975-1985. Organizations he was a member of included Veterans of Foreign War,
American Legion Hollister, and Sons of the American Revolution. He was a supporter of The
American Ireland Fund and enjoyed a close relationship with the Sisters of Notre Dame. Pri-
vate funeral services were held at the Old Mission San Juan Bautista on Monday, October 15,
and he is buried and resting in peace with his family in the San Juan Bautista Cemetery. �

O B I T U A R I E S

Any names not received by this publication deadline
will be listed in next month's edition. THANK YOU...

We couldn't have done it without you!

Halina Kleinsmith, Block Party Chair
Kim Bautista, San Juan Committee Chair

Debbie Taylor, President CEO San Benito County
Chamber of Commerce

Thank You To All For
Helping Make Our

Children’s Halloween
Block Party a Success!



It seems that San Juan has already done a
great deal of work on looking into what the
City it is to be in the future.

I wrote in my last column that I felt that San
Juan needed to decide to embrace its history. It
seems that it has already done so, but may
have been momentarily distracted from that
vision by its need to address current problems.

I was wandering around the City’s website
looking for information about the Historical
Society and its mission and I came upon some
documents labeled ‘Historical San Juan
Bautista Plan’. This was the plan developed by
the same firm which helped the City develop
the General Plan, so it is consistent with that
General Plan.

It is a comprehensive set of documents lay-
ing out the goals and path for San Juan for the
period 2004-2015. There were specific issues,
tasks and benchmarks and it seems that many
of our residents have put hours of work into
the creation of these documents.

I have covered the City Council and Plan-
ning Commission meetings for the past several
years, but I was not aware of the existence of
these documents, though it may well be that
they had been referred to by Councilmembers
or Planning Commissioners without my being
aware of what they were referring to. I think
they may have sunk from the public eye. 

This plan gives us a map to guide us to-
wards where we need to go without having to
reinvent the wheel. Most of the work has been
done. The structure is there, a good part of the
identification of issues has been accom-
plished.

The Strategic Plan Committee that is being
convened by the City Council under the guid-
ance of Councilmember Rick Edge has these
documents for its use which will be a great be-
ginning in its task of creating a plan to take us
yet further into the future. We can look at how

we have done at fulfilling the tasks and meet-
ing the challenges that were undertaken under
the Historic Plan and add those tasks that were
not yet seen by the visionaries who preceded
us.

There was a statement in the Historic Plan
that “It is fairly astonishing how little eco-
nomic information is available on San Juan
Bautista. This is true for both past and present
conditions. As a result, it is extremely difficult
to define the town’s economic strengths, weak-
nesses, opportunities and threats. This ab-
sence of information must be eliminated if
strategic economic
management is to
ever occur.”

This would seem
to be a major lack of
knowledge. I do not
know if this has been
addressed. If not per-
haps the San Benito
County Chamber of
Commerce might be
of assistance in ac-
quiring this informa-
tion.

Further on, the report said;
“San Juan Bautista’s greatest strength lay in

the implicit partnership between ten key enti-
ties:

� City of San Juan Bautista
� Mission San Juan Bautista
� San Juan Bautista State Historic Park
� Business Community
� Aromas-San Juan Bautista Unified School

District
� Caltrans
� San Benito County Government
� State Government
� Federal Government
� Citizens

“This strength can be a liability when the
five entities are not working together con-
sciously and strategically. Recently, varying
priorities and misunderstanding have reduced
the quality of the partnership. Given the im-
mense outside pressures on the community,
these conditions must be improved for the
partners to achieve their individual and col-
lective goals. Fortunately, local leaders are
working to enhance their cooperation, collab-
oration and communication.

“Specific opportunities exist to address
many significant community issues through

improved partnership. How-
ever, if collaboration doesn’t
improve or erodes, San Juan
Bautista will suffer greatly in
the near future.

“Issues needing the atten-
tion of a refined partnership
include:

� Input into management
of the Plaza for the use of
community functions by cit-
izens, Mission congregation
and visitors

� Physical and directional connections be-
tween The Plaza area and the rest of Historic
Downtown

� Provision of centralized parking for His-
toric Downtown, Mission and Park guests and
employees

� Public safety on Historic Downtown
streets, sidewalks and open space 

� Access to public restrooms 
� Preservation of historic properties 
� Promotion and management of Down-

town events
� Promotion of San Juan Bautista 
� Interpretation of local heritage and the

natural environment
� Business retention 

� Business recruitment 
� Public awareness of Historic Downtown

issues
� Volunteer recruitment and management
� Economic information collection, man-

agement, analysis and distribution
� Community Spirit: This is a town where

citizens are involved and speak out to protect
their values. Historic buildings and places are
preserved because there is a common will to
do so. This spirit, however, can be both an
asset and liability. Community involvement
helps to ensure that change is directed. How-
ever, informed community involvement is
necessary for change to be directed in the best
interests of the community as a whole. Often,
this well-intentioned and valued community
spirit results in significant accomplishments;
sometimes, however, this spirit makes it diffi-
cult to undertake even basic and needed im-
provements. Consistency, rationality and
clarity in development regulations founded in
community support are of paramount impor-
tance to the town’s economic stability and cre-
ating a predictable framework for change.”

These are only a few of the findings of the
plan.

As I wrote earlier the Plan is on the City of
San Juan Bautista website, you must go to the
link that says “History.” That will take you to
a page that has a list of links, including His-
torical Plan for San Juan Bautista. You can
download PDF files of the Plan. It is a little
confusing trying to get all of the pieces, but I
think they are all there. Maybe you’ll find
something I missed.

If you email me at breid@sanjuanstar.net, I
will email the PDF I have to you.

I am excited to see the great work done by
our residents. I feel that they have given us a
great aid in addressing the problems of our
community going into the future. It is very im-
portant that the community become aware of
this plan, update it, and use it to move for-
ward!

In San Juan, we wave! �
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The Historical San Juan Bautista Plan

By Steve Canepa

One of the plants along the DeAnza
trail that attracts lots of attention is
of the Astragalus genus, commonly

called Milkvetch, Rattleweed, or some-

times Locoweed. Astragalus comes from
the Greek word for ankle bone, perhaps
pertaining to the rattling of the seeds in the
husks. There are 94 different species of As-
tragalus in California, and somewhere up-

wards of 2000 worldwide. It is a difficult
species to identify definitively, since many
species share common features, and to dif-
ferentiate one from another requires both
flowers and fruit, a keen eye for the mil-
limeter scale, as well as deciphering the ar-
cane language of a botanist. I was able to
narrow our local species down to one of
four possibilities, but further work is
needed. My leading candidates are Astra-
galus assymetricus, A. curtipes, A. oxy-
physus, or A. trichopodus.

Astragalus is one of 650 genera and
18,000 species in the Legume (Fabaceae)
family. Other plants sharing this family are
clovers, peanuts, peas and beans.  The
species in this plant family all share the
ability to fix nitrogen; that is they can har-
vest nitrogen from the atmosphere and
concentrate it into nodes on the roots, not
only for their own benefit and nearby
plants, but to increase soil fertility as well.
This ability serves our species well, as it
grows right alongside, and even out of, the
packed sandstone of the DeAnza trail. 

Our species in question sports a grayish
look on the leaves caused by tiny hairs,
which help to limit evaporation from the
leaves by reflecting sunlight, further en-
hancing its ability to survive climate
stresses. The leaves are compound which
means they are made up of numerous
leaflets on a stalk, with a feathery appear-
ance. The flowers are cream-colored and
born upright and are made up of numerous
florets. The seeds are formed inside a pa-
pery chamber that rattles when dry, hence
one common name, rattleweed.

Some species of Astragalus share the
name locoweed with plants in the genus
Oxytropis . This moniker “locoweed” is fa-
mous in old cowboy movies for driving
livestock crazy or “loco” after ingestion.
This is a real malady in livestock called lo-
coism, and a serious problem in some parts
of the West. Despite being the most wide-
spread poisonous plant in the western US,
most species of Astragalus, and the four
species we are considering, do not have the
toxic alkaloid.

This alkaloid in question is called swain-

sonine. It is a phytotoxin that is harmful to
all livestock. Species of Astragalus that
carry the alkaloid are not just grazed acci-
dentally, the plant is attractive to livestock
(including elk and deer) and they can pre-
fer it to normal grazing. After weeks of
grazing in this fashion the animal can suf-
fer neurological damage, some of which
may be irreversible. Animals can become
depressed and lethargic, can become nerv-
ous, emaciated, lose muscle control and
become unable to eat or drink. 

Some species of Astragalus also have the
ability to accumulate selenium from the
soil in their tissues, making it a toxic plant
in another, entirely unrelated way. This
has led to confusion in this genus over
whether swainsonine or selenium poison-
ing is the true culprit of locoism.

Fortunately local livestock owners have
no worries as our species is benign. Hike
the DeAnza trail and keep your eye out for
the unusual beauty of the gray plant with
the feathery leaves, creamy flowers and the
papery rattles. �

The
Breeze
from
San
Juan
By Bob Reid

Astragalus: The Star’s Plant of the Month
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San Juan
Star

Classifieds

To place a classified ad, please email
us at sales@sanjuanstar.net.

CLIP AND SAVE

Crisis 
Hotline 

Suicide Prevention 
Service of the 
Central Coast 

Serving Monterey, San Benito, 
& Santa Cruz Counties

24 hours / 7 days a week

•Santa Cruz County
(831) 458-5300 

•Monterey Peninsula
(831) 649-8008 

•Toll-Free in Monterey, San Ben-
ito, & Santa Cruz Counties

1-877-ONE-LIFE
1-877-663-5433

San Benito County Behavioral
Health Services

1131 San Felipe Road Suite 103
Hollister, CA 95023

24-hour toll free (888) 636-4020 �

HELP WANTED:
Maggie Bilich (831) 623-9271 or (831) 294-4095
1.  I need someone to assist with my walking on

Fridays, Saturday and Sundays.
2.  I need someone to take me shopping weekly to

Hollister and twice monthly to Gilroy.  I pay for
gas plus some time. $20 to Hollister, $30 to $40
to Gilroy, depending upon how many places I go.
Usually Gilroy trips include Costco, Walmart and

the Salvation Army Store to donate or buy.
3. Please call the above numbers for 

any answers.

HELP WANTED

Got Something to Sell?
Looking for Anything?

San Juan Star Classifieds!
$20 bucks for one month,

up to 40 words.
Email us your ad at:

sales@sanjuanstar.net

You are invited –
Aromas School Veterans Day Assembly

Wednesday, November 7, 2012
9:00 a.m.

Aromas School * 365 Vega St. * Aromas, CA   95004
(831) 726-5100

School Gymnasium
Please be seated by 8:45 a.m.

Reception to follow in the Library

We would be honored to have you join us!

Please R.S.V.P. 
Terry Strasser * (831) 726-3418 * tstrasser3@sbcglobal.net

Pictured, top to bottom: Todd Wilson & Jon Berkland (our amazing beer expert); Larry & Cheryl
Foster  / Denise Rathbun-Ambrosini & Tom Woolen; Robert & Rosana Lund; and Dave Aita,
Jennifer & John Oldfield, Kendra Storm, Vina Statua, Ivette Yoshida, Annette, Gary Youshida
& Mike Statua.

Oktoberfest Celebration
at Bear’s Hideaway



By John Hopper

For many years my wife
Diana and I have made
Sycamore Creek Vineyards

one of our “must do” stops when
tasting wine in Hecker Pass.

In less than a half hour travel
time after leaving San Juan
Bautista, you will find your way
to the Hecker Pass Wine Region
(which is part of the Santa Clara
Valley Appellation).  I met up
with fellow wine enthusiast Jack
Gordon at the winery for our
visit with co-proprietor Carol
Holt, tasting room manager Ali-
cia Cuadra and tasting room
host Candice Ledesma.

Early explorers of this region
named it Uvas, which is the
Spanish name for grape, refer-
ring to the abundance of wild
grapes present along the Creek.
All of the wines currently pro-
duced at Sycamore Creek are Es-
tate Wines, made from fruit
originating from the vineyards on the actual
winery property or from land owned and
managed by winery proprietors Bill and Carol
Holt.

The history of the grapes and the winery
dates back to a pre-prohibition family-owned
property known as the Marchetti Ranch.  At
the turn of the century (1917) the winery was
bonded, making it one of the earliest local
wineries.

After purchasing the property in 1975, for-
mer schoolteachers Terry and Mary Kay Parks
renamed the property “Sycamore Creek” after
the small stream that bisects the vineyard.
The Parks soon began revitalizing the winery
and the old Zinfandel and Carignane vine-
yard.  In 1977, some of the Carignane was re-
planted to Chardonnay and Cabernet
Sauvignon, two varietals that would
play a big part in the winery’s remark-
able reputation.  Sycamore Creek Vine-
yards was the first of the new generation
of super-premium producers in the area,
an area traditionally known for its rea-
sonably priced jug wines.  The winery
soon amassed a long list of awards and
medals.  

By 1989 the Parks family, who had
begun to find the pressures of owning a
small business exhausting, sold
Sycamore Creek Vineyards to Kazuaki
Morita, a businessman whose family has
been producing sake for generations in
Japan.  This ended a two-year search by
Mr. Morita, who had wished to purchase
a winery in California and begin export-
ing wine to the growing Japanese mar-
ket.  He had the foresight to look beyond
the Napa and Sonoma regions and was
attracted to the quality of the Sycamore
Creek wines and the beauty of the vine-
yards.  In the early 1990s, Mr. Morita
became very ill and passed on.  The
winery remained in the Morita family
for many years in relative obscurity.

In July of 2005 Sycamore
Creek Vineyards was purchased
by Bill and Carol Holt of Morgan
Hill.  Bill and his son-in-law,
Ted Medeiros, have been in-
volved in growing premium
wine grapes at their Uvas Creek
Vineyards property located just
1/2 mile north of the Sycamore
Creek property.

Since Bill and Carol pur-
chased the winery many im-
provements have been made.
The wine tasting room, picnic
and events grounds, new rest-
rooms and new vineyard plant-
ings have made this venue an
inviting destination for wine
tasting and a picnic.

Currently 30 acres are under
cultivation, and the winery
makes about 2,000 to 3,000
cases annually.  The growing list
of awards and medals for their
wines is impressive.

Jack and I tasted five wines on
the tasting list as well as a 2007 Double Gold
Estate Cabernet that somehow managed to
find it’s way uncorked!

2008 Santa Clara Valley Chardon-
nay:

This Chardonnay offers a nice oak
toast, both on the nose and palate.
Barrel fermented and aged on the
lees for 12 months, another 12

months of aging produced an exceptional
Chardonnay.  Long smooth finish with hints
of vanilla and spice.

2009 Santa Clara Valley Merlot:
Aged 22 months in a combination

of French and American Oak.  Soft
tannins produce a pleasantly light-
tasting Merlot.  Plum, dark cherry hit
the palate while cocoa and a great

oak toast finish on the palate.  This Merlot
stands on its own merit, but would really bal-
ance off any beef dish very well.

2009 Mosaico Santa Clara Valley:
This is an exciting wine of five Bor-

deaux varietals.  “Mosaico”, accord-
ing to Alicia is Portuguese for
Mosaiac (as in the tile artwork).

The blend is comprised of Caber-
net Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Mal-
bec and Petite Verdot.  This wine is created
by Wine Club Members, who form teams
each year, in an entertaining event to present
their team’s blend to the wine makers.  The
“winners” get their team name and individ-
ual names printed on the back label of that
year’s final selection.

This is a very well balanced wine.  It ex-
presses notes of Red and Black Currant with
tones of vanilla and cedar.  Add a slight bit of
minerality, the wine finishes with nice soft
tannins.

2008 Cabernet Sauvignon – Santa
Clara Valley

Aged in 100% French Oak, the
wine displays great tannins.  Black
Cherry and earthiness hit the nose.  It
has a very smooth finish.

2009 Flagship Reserve Cabernet
Sauvignon:

Aged entirely in 100% French Oak
the wine is a decadent treat, ripe and
full-bodied. The fruit is dark and op-
ulent.  Black cherries and sweet oak

flavors.  The long lasting finish is framed by
cocoa and vanilla and hints of cassis (cur-
rants).

2007 Cabernet Sauvignon – Estate
Uvas Valley

Age worthy, full-bodied, this is a
powerful dense extracted fruit show-
casing dark black cherries and sweet

oak flavors.  Cassis and cocoa.  This wine
would be best served decanted and paired
with game or other meat dishes.

Well that’s it for this month.  Cheers!
—John
If you are going:
12775 Uvas Road, Morgan Hill, CA 95037;

(408) 779-4738
Sycamorecreekvineyards.com
Tasting Room Hours:

Thursday, Friday & Monday ~ 12:00 - 5:00; 
Saturday & Sunday ~ 11:00 - 5:00
If you have questions, suggestions for local

wineries for us review, ideas for us to write
about, have nagging questions like “is it ok to
put ice in my glass?”, or are interested in pri-
vate wine tours: jhopper@sanjuanstar.net

Now all that Legal Stuff:
This reporter and the San Juan Star remind

all of you that this column is intended for re-
sponsible adults of legal drinking age, so
Please Drink Responsibly. �
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Headed
Down the 
Wine Trail

Sycamore Creek Vineyards

Local land trust Sempervirens Fund, a nonprofit that has
been protecting redwood forests in the Santa Cruz
Mountains for over 112 years, announced today a part-

nership with the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band, the First People
of the northern Monterey Bay region, to sponsor a new Tribal
Land Trust that will be able to purchase, accept, restore, pro-
tect and steward natural lands in the Santa Cruz Mountains
and throughout the Tribe's larger ancestral territory. Semper-
virens Fund's sponsorship will include providing organiza-
tional support and technical assistance for up to 3 years to
help the new land trust grow and develop before it fledges as
a self-sufficient and separate nonprofit, tax-exempt charita-
ble conservation organization. 

Valentin Lopez, Tribal Chairman, said "this is a very im-
portant day for the Amah Mutsun people. As a landless tribe
who has had everything taken from us by the federal govern-
ment, we can now start to rebuild a more hopeful and healthy
future for our children by protecting the sacred sites and land-
scapes that connect us to our past. The Tribal Land Trust will
help preserve and create a future where all people may drink
safely from clean flowing water and visit the land to make
profound connections to the natural landscape that embod-
ies the spirits of our ancestors and provides a portal to the
larger universe." 

The Amah Mutsun Tribal Band and Sempervirens Fund
have already had several successful partnerships that led to

this announcement. The Tribe has been advising Semper-
virens Fund during the development of the Great Park Con-
ceptual Area Protection Plan that covers a 224,000-acre
planning area across the Santa Cruz Mountains. The two
groups have also jointly worked on conservation projects in
Whitehouse Creek, which drains into the Pacific Ocean near
the Costanoa Resort on Highway 1. 

Reed Holderman, Sempervirens Fund's Executive Director
said, "the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band is in the process of es-
tablishing an independent 501(c)(3) organization to acquire
and steward land for conservation purposes within their his-
torical geography. We want to assist them because protection
of local redwoods and natural resources now depends on
local solutions and efforts. The Tribe has repeatedly demon-
strated their desire to keep the Santa Cruz Mountains as an in-
tact natural ecosystem, and we look forward to continuing to
deepen our working relationship with them and anyone else
that shares these same values." 

During the next several years, and with the support of part-
ners and grant funding, Sempervirens Fund will be providing
financial, human resource, and land and real estate expertise
as the Tribe develops the Tribal Land Trust. Diane Talbert,
Sempervirens Board President said it best: "we help each
other, and by doing so we will assemble one of the largest and
most significant natural and scenic areas in the world right
here in our own backyard." 

Sempervirens Fund is using the data gathered during its
two-year long science-based planning process to identify pri-
ority land protection projects to establish the Great Park, a
beautiful, healthy and connected redwood landscape between
the Silicon Valley and the Pacific Ocean — that is perma-
nently protected for people and wildlife. Partnerships with
the Tribal Land Trust and other local conservation groups will
be critical to the creation and stewardship of the Great Park. 

The members of the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band are the liv-
ing descendants of Mutsun and Awaswas-speaking peoples
who have continually occupied the greater Monterey Bay re-
gion, thriving for thousands of years and countless genera-
tions prior to European contact. Their ground-breaking
research at Quiroste Valley, a First Contact village site in the
Santa Cruz Mountains, is fundamentally changing what we
know or thought we knew about native people, how they
lived, and how they managed the land around them. The
Tribe was also successful in having this area designated as
one of the first State Cultural Preserves dedicated exclusively
to protecting Native Californian cultural resources. 

Sempervirens Fund is the oldest land trust in California. Its
efforts have led to the establishment of California's oldest state
park at Big Basin Redwoods, the creation of Castle Rock State
Park, and the recent protection, with Peninsula Open Space
Trust, of the largest private property holdings in the Santa
Cruz Mountains. �

Tribal Land Trust established to protect sacred sites and natural resources

The author met up with fellow wine enthusiast Jack Gordon at the winery for a visit with co-proprietor Carol
Holt, tasting room manager Alicia Cuadra and tasting room host Candice Ledesma.

The history of the grapes and the winery dates back to
a pre-prohibition family-owned property known as the
Marchetti Ranch.  At the turn of the century (1917) the
winery was bonded, making it one of the earliest local
wineries.
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PUMPKINS AND A PARTY!

Locals showed once again showed that they were in the Halloween Spirit this year.  Kids donned their favorite
costumes for a block party on 3rd Street, proving that they weren’t ‘fraid of no ghosts. Photos by John Hopper
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� Letters policy
The San Juan Star welcomes letters to the
editor. We accept letters up to 350 words
in length. Email your letters to the editor to
info@sanjuanstar.net or mail to P.O. Box
1270, San Juan Bautista, CA 95045. Please
sign your letter and include a phone num-
ber - we will not print your phone num-
ber. Letters may be edited for space or
accuracy.

� Disclaimer
The ideas and comments in this section
are solely the opinions of the individual
contributors.

� Email us
info@sanjuanstar.net

Let us hear
from you!
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C O M M U N I T Y N O T E B O O K

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R

Vaquero Heritage Days
Benefits Retreat Center
Dear Editor,

Regarding the informative article by Val
Blanchette “Viva Los Vaqueros” (October issue)
her coverage of Vaquero Heritage Days (August
24-26), some significant aspects of the event
may have been overlooked. The proceeds from
Vaquero Heritage Days benefited St. Francis Re-
treat Center, still recovering from a devastating
fire in 2006 which destroyed their historic main
building and contents. Franciscan Friars ac-
quired 73 acres of the original Rancho San Justo
in 1947 and opened their beautiful Retreat fa-
cilities which attract many non-profit organiza-
tions, businesses and individuals from near and
far adding welcomed visitors to downtown San
Juan.

Over 26 volunteers dedicated their time to the
event including San Juan Service Club and Boy
Scout members. Over 25 local shops & busi-

nesses contributed prizes to support the events
“Visit Downtown” raffle, and the “wine bar”
showcased 10 premier San Benito County winer-
ies. Over 30 invitation only vaquero-style artisans
traveled from 6 states to participate. Local hotel,
motel, RV park, restaurants and shops welcomed
over 1300 visitors from 13 states and 3 countries
to our historic city for this event. 

Vaquero Heritage Days was created as a
fundraiser for the non-profit host organization
(2010 proceeds benefited Old Mission Preserva-
tion Fund) using an “artisan show & sale” format
with historians and horsemen demos educating
visitors on California’s unique vaquero history
while attracting new visitors to San Juan
Bautista and its many offerings. Vaquero Her-
itage Days returns to St. Francis Retreat, August
22-24, 2014. For details and sponsorship oppor-
tunities see www.vaqueroheritagedays.com &
Facebook. 

Jane Merrill, San Juan Bautista
Director, Vaquero Heritage Days

Vote for Mike Perez
Dear Editor,
Many who read this letter know of my efforts to

bring football to Anzar High School, and still
many more, I'm sure, have no idea who I am.
Back in early 2009 I had the privilege to meet and
work with ASJUSD School Board Member Mike
Perez in the beginning stages of gathering infor-
mation and vetting issues relating to a prospec-
tive Anzar football program.  Mike was
instrumental in his efforts on the initial Football
Feasibility Committee to bridge the divide that ex-
isted at the time between the high school admin-
istration  staff on the one hand, and the district
and community members that wanted to see a self
supporting football program at the school.  I was
very impressed with Mike's common sense ap-
proach to the issues and his willingness to go the
extra mile in addressing the concerns of all parties
associated with this effort.

See LETTERS, next page

By Darlene Boyd
as excerpted from The Real Mountain Charley by Ed Sams

Most people take for granted that our Constitution guaranteed for all
of us the right to vote. However, this was not how it was originally
written. The only people who could originally vote, starting on Sep-

tember 17, 1787, were white, male property owners. This comprised only
10% to16% of the U.S. population at that time. It also excluded four major
groups. White men who did not own property, slaves, women and Natives.
Each group had to fight to obtain this right, and with many of our states try-
ing to enact new voter ID laws, it seems this right is once again being com-
promised. However, that did not stop the allegedly first acclaimed female in
the U.S. to vote in the Soquel post office in the 1868 national election. Put-
ting this in context there were a few states who already allowed women to
vote, but this was limited. In 1837, Kentucky allowed women suffrage in
school elections. When Kansas entered the Union in 1861, it allowed women
to also vote in school elections. The Wyoming and Utah territories actually
allowed women full suffrage in 1869 and 1870 respectively.

It is not clear where Charley Parkhurst came into this world, but it has
been told that “Mountain Charley“ began life as Charlotte Darkey Parkhurst,
born in Lebanon, New Hampshire, during the year of 1812. Legend has it
that she was abandoned by her parents and placed in an orphanage from
which she later escaped disguised in boy’s clothing. Dressed as a male to
make her escape from the orphanage, she probably never again dressed as a
woman because the disguise worked so well. Employment for a young girl
in those times was out of the question, but boys could apprentice themselves
in a business, learn the trade and eventually earn a living at it. Charlotte
found work as Charley in a livery stable own by Ebenezer Balch in Worch-
ester, Massachusetts, where the runaway earned bed and board cleaning
stalls, washing carriages and scrubbing floors; anxious to learn all she could
about horses, the stable hand grew to understand them by carefully watch-
ing every move made by the stage drivers, who drove Concords [stage-
coaches] into Worchester. Before long Charley was handling teams, and from
there it was a natural progression to becoming a stagecoach driver. The other
drivers may have wondered why the new fellow didn’t mingle very much
with them and preferred to sleep in the stable with the horses, but they evi-
dently accepted the wiry driver who claimed to get along better with horses
than with people. Ebenezer Balch found promise in his young protégé and
soon taught Charley the art of driving, first two-in-hand, then four-in-hand,
and later six-in-hand horse teams. When Balch bought the Franklin House
and the What Cheer Stables, Charley went with him to Providence, Rhode Is-
land, where Parkhurst’s reputation was made. In time, Charley Parkhurst be-
came known as one of the best coachmen on the eastern seaboard, and
coaches were often hired only on condition that Charley drive. At this time,
Charley’s favorite team was the best in the stables, six perfectly matched
grays.

Then came the first threat of exposure. One January, at a dance in Paw-
tuxet, while waiting outside in the cold for the passengers to return, Charley’s
hands froze. Unable to drive, Parkhurst had to call upon another driver, Lib-
erty Childs, to take over the coach. Liberty Childs is described by MacDon-
ald as Charley’s proud friend. Whether due to the shame of asking for help
or the joshing that came from needing it, shortly thereafter Charley left New
England and relocated in Georgia, where the young whip enjoyed a reputa-
tion of sure-handed driving. Once in Georgia, Charley drove for Jim Birch,
who was getting ready to come west and operate the California Stage Com-
pany. Charley came along, saying “I aim to be the best damn driver in Cali-
fornia.”

Parkhurst arrived in San Francisco in 1851. Nearly forty years old, Charley
walked off the gang plank at the pier, wearing gloves to hide a pair of
woman’s small hands and a pleated shirt to hide a woman’s figure. The early
1850s were still bustling with gold fever, and Charley was a part of the ex-
citement, driving stage coaches through the wildest boom towns of the Gold
Country — Rough and Ready, Grass Valley, and Placerville. Charley tried
new routes from Oakland to San Juan Bautista, and by 1856, Parkhurst lived
at Searsville in San Mateo City. Charley came west seeking her own fortune
in the Gold Rush. She spent the next 15 years driving stages in both Califor-
nia and western Nevada. Over the years, her reputation as an expert “whip”
grew legendary. Charley handled all six reins plus the whip with an easy
dexterity. From 15 feet away she could slice open the end of an envelope or
cut a cigar out of a man’s mouth. Parkhurst smoked cigars, chewed wads of
tobacco, fought and drank with the best of them, and exuded supreme con-
fidence behind the reins. From 1852 on, she was driving stagecoaches on
nearly every road in the Mother Lode, with the reputation of being one of the
safest and fastest drivers in California. According to one source, “...in more
than twenty years no highwayman had dared to hold up a stagecoach with
Charley Parkhurst on the box, for the first two who tried it had been shot
dead in their tracks.” 

During the peak of the Gold Rush, bands of surly highwaymen stalked the
roads. These outlaws would level their shotguns at the drivers and shout,

“Throw down the gold box!” Charley Parkhurst had no patience for the
crooks despite their demands and threatening gestures. One of the most no-
torious road agents was nicknamed “Sugarfoot.“ When he and his gang ac-
costed Charley’s stage, it was the last robbery the thief ever attempted.
Charley cracked her whip defiantly and the horses bolted. Charley then
grabbed her six-shooter, and with bullets blazing, raced away without loss or
injury. Sugarfoot, however, was later found dead with a fatal bullet wound
in his stomach. In appreciation of her bravery, Wells Fargo gave Parkhurst a
large watch and chain made of solid gold that Charley carried with pride.

During this time, Charley received an injury and a celebrated nickname of
“Cock-eyed Charley.” She was kicked in the face by a horse she was shoeing.
The accident cost her an eye and ever after she wore a black patch over it,
earning her the sobriquet of ‘One-Eyed Charley’.

Accidents were not uncommon on the narrow mountain roads. Coaches
were blown off the road during winter storms, dragged by runaway teams,
forcing the passengers to jump for their lives, and horses were spooked by
wild pigs running across their path. One time, as Charley braked her stage-
coach down Carson Pass, the lead horses stumbled off the road. Charley bit
down hard on her two-bit cigar and used all her strength to stop the run-
away coach, but the terrain was too rough. The wooden wheels nearly splin-
tered when the stage struck the rocky embankment. A wrenching jolt threw
Charley from the rig, but she hung on tight to the reins. The horses dragged
Charley along on her stomach, but she managed to steer the frightened horses
back onto the road and pull them to a halt. Charley had saved all her pas-
sengers and was now a bona fide hero.

In 1862, Charley relocated to work as a stage driver on the route from
Santa Cruz to San Juan Bautista. A few years later, tired of the demanding job
of controlling a half dozen spirited horses on narrow, winding roads,
Parkhurst opened her own stage station. The passengers and mail were get-
ting through to Santa Cruz, and Charley, despite the ravages of rheumatism
(a common problem among drivers exposed to years of bad weather) con-
tinued to drive until the railroad began pushing into the mountains. Finally,
in the late 1860s, Charley retired from riding the stage. She commented, “I’m
no better now than when I commenced. Pay’s small and work’s heavy. I’m
getting old. Rheumatism in my bones — nobody to look out for old used-up
stage drivers. I’ll kick the bucket one of these days and that’ll be the last of old
Charley.” She later sold the business and retired to a cabin on Bean Creek
(near Soquel, California) to raise cattle, farm and haul freight for neighbors
with partner Frank Woodward, a bachelor.

Ulysses S. Grant was running for President in 1868 and Charley registered
to vote. There is a bronze plaque, erected in the town of Soquel, where the
duly registered Charley Parkhurst is reported to have voted in November
1868, proclaiming that it marked the site where the first woman cast a bal-
lot in a presidential election... long before the passage of the 19th amend-
ment allowed women to vote. Whether she actually voted is still left to
speculation.

The years slipped by and then Charley died on December 29, 1879, at the
age of 67, from cancer of the tongue and rheumatism. Legend has it that
the old stagecoach driver died alone, but actually Charley was tended by the
Harmons, who were neighbors, and by Frank Woodward her former partner.
George Harmon related that his father came close several times to being told
the secret of Parkhurst’s life, but each time the old-timer drew Harmon close
to the sickbed, the invalid would wave him away, saying it would keep. And
so the secret was kept until Charley’s death. The disguise had held, but now
the truth was out. When the neighbors came to the cabin to lay out the body
for burial, they discovered that the renowned stagecoach driver was a
woman. Even Frank Woodward, the business partner and longtime com-
panion, seemed shocked to learn Charley’s true biological sex. Reports were
that Woodward “waxed profane to the extreme when he learned of the de-
ception that had been practiced on him so many years.”

People that had known “Charley” for a quarter of a century were stunned
that her real name was Charlotte Parkhurst, who never volunteered clues to
her past. Loose fitting men’s clothing hid her femininity and after a horse
kicked her, an eye patch over one eye helped conceal her face. In the town
where Charley first found fame, the Providence Journal wrote, “Charley
Parkhurst was one of this city’s finest stage drivers. The only people who have
any occasion to be disturbed by the career of Charley are the gentlemen who
have so much to say about ‘women’s sphere’ and the ‘weaker vessel’.” She
was in her day one of the most dexterous and celebrated of the famous Cal-
ifornia drivers ranking with Foss, Hank Monk, and George Gordon, and it
was an honor to be striven for to occupy the spare end of the driver’s seat
when the fearless Charley Parkhurst held the reins of a four-or six-in hand. 

Whatever the reasons that caused Charley Parkhurst to pursue this unique
career, the remains of this famous stage driver were buried in Watsonville’s
Pioneer-Odd Fellows Cemetery. In 1954, after the old cemetery had fallen
into neglect, the Pajaro Valley Historical Association discovered the Parkhurst
plot, and Charley’s remains were removed and reburied with an historical
marker erected in 1955. �

The Right to Vote and Charley Parkhurst
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N O R M S C O T T

WE BUY CERTIFIED DIAMONDS

CASH FOR GOLD!

Hours: Mon - Fri 11am to 10pm and Sat & Sun 10am to 10pm. Visit us at www.facebook.com/relaxgrillinandchillinHours: Mon - Fri 11am to 10pm and Sat & Sun 10am to 10pm. Visit us at www.facebook.com/relaxgrillinandchillin

* Tires * Tune Up * Lube & Oil Change
* Check Engine Light  * Brakes  * Mechanics
* Transmissions  * Computer Diagnostics
* Brakes and Suspensions  * Timing Belts

15% off any repair 
over $500 

(with this ad)

All fountain drinks (all sizes) are 99 cents!
Free fountain drink with a fill up!

Letters
Continued from previous page

Mike gave freely of his time over and above
his duties as a father and provider for children
who attend the high school and schools within
the district as well as a school board member.
He provided fair and logical leadership unbiased
by the emotions felt by both sides.  With his ef-
forts then, and continued efforts to date, he was
instrumental in the success of bringing a full
fifth of the male student population onto the
gridiron and so many more of the general stu-
dent population out to the safe environs of a Fri-
day night football game.

Because of his efforts, and his affirmative
school board vote in a 3-2 decision, all the stu-
dents of Anzar have benefited.  Moreover, the
businesses, community members, and kids have
felt the pleasure and just pure fun of seeing a
common multi-year effort come to successful
fruition.  It is awe inspiring to see the parents
from Aromas, San Juan Bautista, kids from the
K-8 schools, high schoolers, the volunteer fire
department, local sheriff's deputy, teachers, dis-
trict personnel, cheerleaders, and hawk football
players all coming together for a great cause--our
kids!

I can safely say that Anzar Football would not
be a reality but for this fine gentleman.  He de-
serves our vote November 6!

David G. Moore
Chairman, Anzar High School Football Imple-

mentation Committee



Exp.11/30/12
SJS

Exp.11/30/12
SJS

$10 $10

Any Purchase of 
$40 or More

$10Off
$5 $5

Any Purchase of $20 or More

$5Off


